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INFORMATION TO GET YOU STARTED 
 
Students in Y13 have a range of possibilities. 
 
If you completed NCEA L2 in 2011 (at least 80 credits including 8 Literacy credits) 
the main qualification you will be aiming for in 2012 is NCEA Level 3.  
 
Very able students may choose to enter for the Scholarship exams. There is more information about Scholarship at 
the end of the booklet. 
 
If you did not complete NCEA L2 in 2011, you will take a mix of NCEA L2 and NCEA L3 courses.  
Your aim is to complete your L2 qualification and work towards completing L3.  
 
There a several ways you can achieve this. 
 
In English and Maths you will not move on to L3 work until you have completed the L2 requirements for Literacy 
and Numeracy. This means 

 English: you will take further L2 courses until you achieve 10 Literacy credits. 

 Maths: you will take further L1 courses until you achieve 10 Numeracy credits. 
 
You may choose to repeat some of your L2 or L1 courses. Any credits you gain this year count towards completing 
Level 1 or Level 2. The credits may also count towards your Level 3. 
 
The National Certificate of Educational Achievement (Level 3) requires 80 credits. 
 
60 credits must be at Level 3 or higher. 
The remaining 20 credits may be from Level (or higher) and may include Level 2 credits gained last year. 
 
 
CHOOSING SUBJECTS 
So how do you decide what subjects to take? Here are some things to consider. 
 
What do I enjoy and what am I good at? 
Your chances of doing well at school are better when you enjoy the subjects, or have a natural talent for them. 
These are subjects you should look at first when choosing your course. 
 
If you are thinking of a subject, but don't know much about it, talk to a teacher. 
 
What do I want do after school? 
It makes sense to choose subjects that relate to what you want to do after you leave school. Many careers or 
qualifications have special requirements. 
For example, if you want to be a builder you should consider Carpentry. If a career in medicine appeals to you, then 
science subjects like biology and chemistry are a good choice. 
 
What if I don’t know what I want to do? 
If you don't know what you want to do, the best path is to do as broad a range of subjects as possible, to keep your 
options open.  Your abilities and interests will change over time or you might find out about new careers that you 
had never heard of before. 
 
Whatever stage you're at, look for advice and think carefully about what you're told. Ask parents, friends, teachers, 
your Year Leader (Mrs Draper), the Careers Advisor (Mr Burnell) or Mr Day.  
 
 
 



Y13 COURSE 
 
Students aiming to gain NCEA L3 take five L3 subjects. They are able to use the remaining option line for study. 
 There are no compulsory subjects in Y13 if you already have NCEA L2 
 
Other students take 6 subjects, which may be selected from L1, L2 and L3. 
 If you do not yet have L1 Literacy and L1 Numeracy, English and Maths are compulsory. 
 
In your L3 courses, you may be working in a multi-level class with other students taking L2. 
 
The option structure for Y13 is based on the choices made by Y13 students in previous years. 
We will review the option groupings once we know Y13 students’ subject preferences. 
 
We would like to provide taught classes in every L3 subject.  
Unfortunately we are a small school and we do not have sufficient staff to make this possible. 
 
There are several ways round this problem 

 We may enrol you in another school that offers the subject by video-conferencing. You would be taught face to 
face over a video link for 1hr a week and have 3 hours of independent study provided by the remote school. 

 We may enrol you in the Correspondence School. You would work from study booklets provided by the 
Correspondence school. You are able to phone your teacher for assistance.  
If you are taking a Correspondence course in 2011, that you would like to continue in 2012, please see Mr Day. 

 You could be taught face to face for 2 hours a week by one of our teachers and have independent study for the 
remaining 2 hours.  

 
In 2012 courses will be organised into blocks of work called modules. 
We hope this will provide students with greater flexibility in choosing a course that meets their learning needs. 
Details of the modules for each subject are given later in the booklet.  
 
This is how modules could work in at NCEA L2 for Option Line E  
 
Biology 
 
 
Photography 
 
 
Food prep 
 
 
Student A    takes Biology for the full year 
Student B  takes Biology for module 1 but then decides he prefers photography 
Student C takes the compulsory Food Safety module, the Fruit and Veg module, 
 finds out about Genetics, then returns to Food Prep for the Seafood module 

 
Students who want to change modules from one subject to another during the year will have to discuss this with 
Mrs Draper. 
 
  

Ecology DNA Genetics Animals 

Food safety Soups / Cakes Fruit  and Veg Seafood 

Colour / Light Drawing Skills Portfolio Landscapes 



NZQA ENTRY FEES 
 
Entry fees in 2011 were $76.70 
  
The College collects the fees on behalf of NZQA. 
They must be paid in full by the end of July. 
Late payments attract a penalty fee of $50 
 
Financial assistance may be available for families, if they are in one of these situations 

 receive a Social Welfare benefit 

 income entitles them to a Community Services Card 

 have 2 or more students entering for secondary school qualifications in the same year 
We do not know if you qualify for financial assistance unless you let us know. 
Applications for financial assistance are confidential. 
 
Every year, despite frequent reminders, a few families don’t pay their fees on time.  
They end up having to pay $126.70 to get their results, when all they needed to pay might have been as little as 
$20. Don’t delay  
 
 
UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENT  
 
If you are planning to go to University when you leave school you should make sure that your courses will allow you 
to meet the entry requirements.  
 
In 2011 the minimum requirements for University Entrance are 

 42 credits in approved subjects at Level 3 or higher, made up of:  

 14 credits in one approved subject  
 14 credits in another approved subject 
 14 credits from one or two additional approved subjects 

 Literacy requirements - 8 credits in English or Te Reo Māori at Level 2 or higher, made up of:  

 4 credits in reading 
 4 credits in writing 

 Numeracy requirements - 14 credits in Numeracy at Level 1 or higher, made up of:  

 credits in Mathematics or Statistics and Probability or Pangarau or unit standards 26623, 26626, 26627. 

 
Many university courses set higher entry standards. Mr Burnell has access to the latest information. 
 
 
SUBJECT DETAILS 
 
The remaining pages of the booklet provide you with detailed information about each course. 
 
The courses are arranged in alphabetical order. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/university-entrance/approved-subjects-for-university-entrance/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/university-entrance/approved-subjects-for-university-entrance/
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/awards/university-entrance/literacy-requirements-for-university-entrance/


BIOLOGY CURRICULUM LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 
This course will help you to 
 

 understand the relationship between organisms and their environment 

 explore the evolutionary processes that have led to the diversity of life on Earth 

 appreciate the place and impact of humans within evolutionary processes 

 understand how humans manipulate the transfer of genetic information from one generation to the next 

 make informed judgements about the social, ethical and biological implications of genetic manipulation 
 
You will make good use of the key competencies 
 

 thinking 

 relating to others 

 using language, symbols and text 

 managing self 

 participating and contributing 
 
Overview of the course 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Module 1 Animal Behaviour and Plant Responses 
Animal behaviour and how it is affected by the environment. 
How plants respond to environmental stimuli. 
 
This module has three focus areas: Orientation, Timing, Species relationships 
 
AS90716v2    Describe animal behaviour and plant responses in relation to environmental factors 
Level: NCEA L3   Assessment: External exam Credits:4 

 

Module 2 Investigation of the ecological niche of a species 
You will gather information about the ecological niche of an organism such as Lemna minor (duckweed) or Porcellio scaber 
(slater). Using your information as a starting point, you will choose one aspect of the organism’s life and design an 
investigation to find out more. At the end of your practical work, you will write a report explaining what you found. 
 
AS90713v2    Carry out an investigation into the ecological niche of an organism with guidance 
Level: NCEA L3   Assessment: Internal (practical work and report)  Credits:4 

 

Module 3 DNA and Genetics 
DNA and its role in gene expression.  Mendelian genetics and variation 
 
You will find out how DNA controls cells, and extend your understanding of genetic interactions during sexual 
reproduction. 
 
AS90715v2    Describe the role of DNA in relation to gene expression 
Level: NCEA L3   Assessment: External exam Credits:4 
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Evolution Human Evolution 

Ecological Niche Investigation Biological Issue Revision 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of the course you will 
 

 know how to develop and carry out investigations that extend your biological knowledge 
 

 be able to use biological knowledge, vocabulary and symbols, to describe aspects of the living world 
 

 be confident to analyse different viewpoints on biological issues that concern you, and develop your own point 
of view 

 
 
 
 
  

Module 6 Human Evolution 
Human evolution is the lengthy process of change by which people originated from apelike ancestors. Scientific evidence 
shows that the physical and behavioural traits shared by all people originated from apelike ancestors and evolved over a 
period of approximately six million years.  
 
In this unit, we compare the physical and genetic similarities between humans and other primates. We will investigate the 
evolution of modern people from our distant ancestors using evidence from fossils, DNA, behaviour, culture and body 
structures. Our journey will take us from our earliest origins in Africa as hunter-gatherers, to the present.    
 
 
AS90719v2    Describe trends in human evolution. 
Level: NCEA L3   Assessment: External exam Credits:4 

 

Module 5 Contemporary Biological Issue 
In this task you will research and write a report on a contemporary biological issue. An issue is a topic on which people 
have differing opinions or viewpoints. 
 
You may investigate genetically modified organisms, use of 1080 for possum control or a topic of your choice. 
 
AS90714v2    Research a contemporary biological issue.. 
Level: NCEA L3   Assessment: Internal (research and report) Credits:3 

 

Module 4 Evolution 
Speciation. Patterns of evolution. 
 
You will find out how existing species can give rise to new species.  
Divergent and Convergent evolution 
 
AS90717v2    Describe processes and patterns of evolution 
Level: NCEA L3   Assessment: External exam Credits:3 

 



CARPENTRY CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 

 
This Level 3 qualification preferably builds on the skills developed in Level 1 and 2 but there is no compulsory pre-
requisite. 
This course includes both practical and theory studies with an emphasis on, wherever possible, learning through 
real practical projects. It covers skills in communication, literacy, maths, quality standards, workshop procedures, 
freehand sketching, job specifications, health and safety, materials knowledge (e.g. timber, metal, plastic, glass and 
rubber), and hand tools, power tools, and fixed machinery. 
 
It is an expectation that students will show good self-motivation and set themselves high standards. We expect to be 
able to work as a team to achieve the best outcomes for all as though in a real workplace situation. 

 
You will make good use of the key competencies 

 thinking 

 relating to others 

 using language, symbols and text 

 managing self 

 participating and contributing 
 
Overview of the course (dates approximate) 
Because we attempt to work on real projects/situations, the course programme is subject to change according to 
Building and Construction opportunities that may arise. Below is the current intention.  

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 
    

Workplace Safety 
Handtools - Use & Care 

Building Calculations and Construction 
Portable Power Tools 

Timber – knowledge 
Timber - Machining. 

 
Module 1: 
12997 - Demonstrate knowledge of safe working practices on construction sites.  Credits: 3 

 safety legislation, regulations, and Codes of Practice and Guidelines relevant to the construction industry, and 
outline principles of safe working practices on construction sites. 

12998 -Demonstrate knowledge of carpentry hand tools.  Credits: 4 
            Use of  a wide range of tools and their care and maintenance in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations. 

 
 
Modules 2 & 3: 
24378 - Perform building calculations.  Credits: 4 

 perform building calculations based on linear measurement;  

 calculate diagonal measurements from given working drawings;  

 calculate areas, volumes and percentages from given working drawings.  
13000 - Demonstrate knowledge of portable power tools used on construction sites.   Credits: 4 

 Tools which can be carried by hand as opposed to fixed machinery such as bench saws or drill presses.   
These tools may be battery powered, plug-in, compressed gas or air powered, or powder actuated. 
 
 
Module 4: 
13002 - Demonstrate knowledge of timber used in construction Credits 2 

 identify timbers and describe their uses;  

 describe features of timber grading;  

 describe features of timber seasoning;  

 identify causes of timber deterioration and describe preventative measures; 
 explain timber preservation 
 
12999 - Demonstrate knowledge of timber machining equipment used on construction sites.  Credits: 3 

 Use of, care and maintenance of woodworking machinery is described in accordance with manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

Use of woodworking machinery is described in terms of health and safety requirements 



CHEMISTRY CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 

Chemistry aims to help students to make sense of the world around them by developing understanding of the 

composition and properties of matter, the changes it undergoes and the energy involved.   Students are assessed at 

Level 8 of Science in the New Zealand Curriculum.  

Overview of the course (dates approximate) 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 

    

Organic chemistry Thermochemistry 
Aqueous 
Practical 

Redox 
Titrations 

 

Module 1 
Describe aspects of organic chemistry 
Alkenes, alkynes, alcohols, amines, haloalkanes, ketones, aldehydes, carboxylic acids, amides, esters, acyl chlorides. 
 
AS90698  5 credits  External exam 

 

 

AS90700  5 credits  External exam  
 
 
Carry out an extended practical investigation involving quantitative analysis 
 
AS90694  4 credits  Internal  

  

Module 2 
Describe properties of particles and thermochemical principles 
Enthalpy changes, bond energies. 

AS90780  5 credits  External exam 

Module 4 
Describe oxidation-reduction processes 
 
AS90696  3 credits  External exam 
 
 
Determine the concentration of an oxidant or reductant by titration 
 
AS90695  2 credits  Internal 

Module 3 
Describe properties of aqueous systems 
Equilibrium constants, pH, solubility, titration curves, buffer solutions. 
 



ENGLISH CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 

This course aims to offer students who enjoy English the chance to study texts at L3 and prepare for further 
education or the world of work.  Students looking to complete their L2 English qualification should in the first 
instance opt for one of the L2 classes. 
 
Aims 
In English, students study, use, and enjoy language and literature communicated orally, visually, or in writing. 
 
Overview of the course 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STANDARD TITLE ASSESSMENT CREDITS LITERACY 

  

Written Language  

90720 Produce an extended piece of writing in a selected 

style 
Internal 4 W 

90721 Respond critically to written text(s) studied External 3 W, R 

90722 Respond critically to Shakespearean drama 

studied 
External 3 W, R 

90726  

 

or 

Complete independent research on a language or 

literature topic and present findings in written 

form. 

Internal 4 R,W 

8834 Investigate a theme Internal 6 R 

     

Oral Language     

90725  Construct and deliver an oral presentation Internal 4 - 

or 
8837 

Conduct a seminar using transactional oral text Internal 5 - 

  

Visual Language  

90723 Respond critically to oral or visual text studied External 3 W, R 

or 
12431 

Read closely and evaluate the effectiveness of 

moving images 
Internal 3 - 

Reading, Researching  
and Speaking 

 

Reading, Researching  
and Speaking 

 

Writing 
and viewing 

 

Writing 
and viewing 

 

Novel, Research and Seminar Film, Exam answers, Writing in a selected style 

http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-documents/The-New-Zealand-Curriculum/Learning-areas/English


GATEWAY  
 
 
Piopio College runs a Gateway programme.  Gateway offers students an opportunity to experience workplaces first 
hand while engaging in structured workplace learning.  Students have been placed in over 50 industries and 
hundreds of businesses around New Zealand. 
 
Gateway helps to make learning relevant and to broaden students’ options by offering them both traditional and 
workplace learning. 
 
Students pursue individual learning programmes, which allow them to gain new skills and knowledge in a 
workplace in their local community.  The learning is hands-on and practical.  Students will be assessed in the 
workplace for unit and achievement standards which contribute to the National Certificate of Educational 
Achievement (NCEA), as well as industry specific qualifications. 
 
The work placements can be very flexible to allow timetables to be managed for students, employers and the 
school.  Possible options that have worked in other schools include: holidays, weekends, after school all year, 1 day 
per week.   
 
Students are currently working in a wide variety of industries, the most popular Gateway options to date have 
been; hospitality, automotive, retail, tourism, engineering and building. 
 
See Mrs L Rauputu for more information about Gateway. 
 
  



GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 
The aim of the geography Y13 course is to develop on the skills, knowledge and understanding gained in Y12 
geography. It is still possible to take Level 3 geography without Level 2, but you must have reached a good standard 
in numeracy and literacy. Much of the course follows similar topics to those studied in Y12 but you are required to 
analyse information with a greater degree of understanding and present information using a variety of skills, 
recognising different viewpoints. We continue to look at the interactions between people and their environment 
and how humans modify and influence their environment. 
 
Overview of the course (dates are approximate) 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Module 1 
Natural processes (Coastal processes/ or those within the Tongariro region) 
 
AS90701  Analyse natural processes in the context of a geographic environment 
Level: NCEA L3  Assessment: External exam Credits:4 
 
Module 2 
A global geographic topic like “HIV/AIDS”.  
 
AS90707  Analyse a geographic topic at a global scale 
Level: NCEA L3  Assessment: Internal  Credits:3 
 
Analyse the contribution of geography to planning and decision-making processes. (Landfill Site) 
 
AS90703  Analyse the contribution of geography to planning and decision-making processes 
Level: NCEA L3  Assessment: Internal  Credits:3 
 
 
Module 3 
Analyse a cultural process. (Tourism) 
 
AS90702  Analyse a cultural process. (Tourism) 
Level: NCEA L3  Assessment: External exam Credits:4 
 
 
Module 4 
A contemporary geographical issue in New Zealand e.g. Abel Tasman Park. 
 
AS90706  Demonstrate geographic understanding of differences in development in contrasting regions. 
Level: NCEA L3  Assessment: Internal Credits:3 
 
Select and apply skills and ideas in a geographic context 
 
AS90704  Select and apply skills and ideas in a geographic context 
Level: NCEA L3  Assessment: External eaxam Credits:4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyse natural processes 
Global geographic topic  

Planning and decision making 
Analyse a cultural process 

Contemporary issue 
Geographic skills and ideas 



 
Module 5 (optional for high achieving students) 
 
AS90705  Carry out and present geographic research with consultation 
Level: NCEA L3 Assessment: Internal  Credits: 3 

 
 

Most students who attend well and take all the assessments will gain between 18 and 21 credits. 
Costs : 2 workbooks @$40 plus Transport costs for one field day. 
  



MATHEMATICS  CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8 NCEA L3 
 
This course covers the NCEA syllabus for Statistics and Modelling level 3.  It is the preferred course for students 
who may wish to follow further study in any field where collection and analysis of data is required.  Three of the 
topics are internally assessed and involve the use of excel spreadsheets on computers.  Students taking this course 
will require a graphics calculator and a work book 
 

Standard 
Number 

Standard Title 
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90641 Determine the trend for time series data 
You will learn techniques on excel to graph, and analyse time series data to find 

trends and seasonal effects , and use these to make forecasts 

3 2 Int 3 

90642 Calculate confidence intervals for population parameters 
You will learn find population confidence intervals from sample statistics involving 

means, proportions and difference between two means 

3 2 Ext 3 

90643 Solve straightforward problems involving probability 
You will learn how to solve problems involving probability using techniques such  

as,formulae, venn diagrams, tree diagrams, and random variable tables 

3 2 Ext 4 

90644 Solve equations 
You will learn solve equations involving a selection from: 3 variable simultaneous 

equations,  optimisation using linear programming, and non linear equations using 

Newton-Raphson and bisection methods 

3 2 Ext 4 

90645 Select and analyse continuous bi-variate data  
You will learn to select , graph and use regression analysis to establish 

relationships between pairs of variables with excel spreadsheets 

3 2 Int 3 

90646 Use probability distribution models to solve straightforward problems 
You will learn to use the binomial, poisson and normal distribution models to solve 

problems 

3 2 Ext 4 

90647 Use a mathematical model involving curve fitting to solve a problem 
You will learn to use mathematical modelling involving curve fitting to determine 

either power functions or Growth functions to solve practical problems. 

3 3 Int 3 

  
  



Overview of the course  
 Week 

Topics / AS 
Assessment 

Term 1 1   

 2 3.1 Time Series (3)  

 3   

 4   

 5   

 6  3.1 Time Series Internal 

 7 3.3 Probability (4)  

 8   

 9   

 10   

Holiday 

Term 2 1 3.5 Bi variate Data (3)  

 2   

 
3   

 4   

 5   

Hol-Mon 6  3.5 Bi variate Data Internal 

 7 Probability Distributions (4)  

 8   

 9   

 10   

Holiday 

Term 3 1 3.7 Curve Fitting (3)  

 2   

 3   

 4  3.7 Curve Fitting Internal 

 5 3.4 Solve Equations (4)  

 6   

 7   

 8   

 9   

 10  School Exams?? 

 
11   

Holiday 

Term 4 1 Revision / NCEA Exams!!!  

 2 Revision / NCEA Exams!!!  

 3 Revision / NCEA Exams!!!  

 4 NCEA Exams!!!  

 5 NCEA Exams!!!  

 6 NCEA Exams!!!  

 7   

 8  Prize Giving 

 
  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION  CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 

Pre-requisites:  either successful completion of NCEA level 2 or a minimum of 6 level 2 Physical Education credits. 
 
Overview of the course (dates are approximate) 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Module 1 Applying training principles and methods by designing and executing an exercise programme then  
  evaluating the outcome in relation to fitness component and Hauora.       
Students will independently conduct emotional, mental and social tests along with a full battery of physical fitness tests to 
develop a profile of themselves.  The physical tests could then provide a basis for designing and implementing a 10 week 
training programme after consideration of appropriate training principles and methods. At the completion of the programme 
results would be analysed and the effectiveness of that training on hauora would be determined 
 
 
AS 90739 Apply knowledge to plan a physical activity or experience 
Level: NCEA L3 Assessment: Internal Credits:   3 
 
AS 90740 Explain the effectiveness of a physical activity and its influence on hauora. 
Level: NCEA L3 Assessment: Internal Credits:   3 

 

 
Module 2  Examining a current issue impacting on New Zealand society. 
Obesity is seen as both a social phenomenon and a public health problem.  Students will examine the  evidence and criteria for 
claims of an obesity epidemic affecting New Zealand and consider causes and effects.  They will evaluate any implications of 
both the issue and possible solutions.   Students will research then  write an extended essay on the issue. 
 
AS90743      Examine a current physical activity event, trend or issue impacting on New Zealand society. 
Level:  NCEA L3 Assessment:   Internal Credits: 4 
 
 
Module 3a Perform a physical activity to National Standards L3 
Students will undertake 2-3 physical activities and attempt to attain National targets with the best grade being recorded.  
Possible activities are negotiable but will include badminton.  Improved fitness levels resulting from module 1  could also 
contribute to attaining National targets.   The standards can either be from the attaining of  set scores/times, or, performance 
checked against a skill matrix.    
 
AS 90742 Perform a physical activity to meet the Physical Education Performance Standards for Level 3      
Level:  NCEA L3 Assessment:   Internal Credits: 4  
 
 
 
 
 

Apply training principles and methods by designing  
       executing and then evaluating an exercise programme, 

          in relation to fitness components and hauora. 

 

Perform a physical activity  
to National Standards L3 

Evaluating scientific and technological knowledge related to physical activity  

Appraise that performance  
and review the programme. 

Assess a need for an activity programme then organise and carry out that  
programme for a targeted age group over lunchtimes/intervals 

Examine a current issue 
impacting on NZ society 

 



Module 3b Appraise that performance and review the programme.  
In the chosen activity the student would find out about the ideal technique and related biomechanics and how each skill is 
learned and practised.  The student would develop a plan for performance improvement, execute that plan then appraise their 
performance and evaluate the effectiveness of their programme.  This may be offered as an extension assessment.  Students 
will keep written notes/logs of training sessions and could use still or moving photos as evidence of skill execution.   The 
evaluation will be a written assignment. 
 
AS 90741 Appraise performance and review a programme for performance improvement for self or others. 
Level: NCEA L3 Assessment:  Internal Credits: 5  
 
   
Module 5 Assess a need for an activity programme then organise and carry out that programme for a targeted age 
  group over lunchtimes/intervals. 
This would be an investigation of leisure, recreation, sport and activity focusing on trends and issues influencing participation.  
Time would be spent on event planning and safety management then a programme of the student(s) choice would be planned, 
explained , carried out then evaluated. An appropriate activity would be planned, explained  carried out for at least 2 sessions 
then evaluated.   
 
AS 90744 Examine physical activity and take action to influence the participation of others. 
Level:  NCEA L3 Assessment:   Internal Credits: 5:  
  
 
 
Module 6 Evaluating scientific and technological knowledge/resources related to physical activity. 
As students work through modules 1, 2, 3b and 5 equipment used and claims encountered from manufacturers or researchers 
will be evaluated.eg is BMI an accurate measurement of obesity.   Students may be required to research and lead a seminar on 
a specific claim by the media or an advertiser or researcher.   
 
Level: NCEA L3 Assessment: not assessed independently. Credits:0  
 
 
 

  



PHYSICS  CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 

Overview of the course (dates approximate) 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 

    

Mechanics 
Practical  
Waves  

Electricity 
Atoms 

Atoms 
Revision 

 

Module 1 
Demonstrate understanding of mechanical systems 
Translational and rotational motion. Simple harmonic motion 
 
AS90521  6 credits  External exam 

 

  

Module 2 
Carry out a practical physics investigation with guidance, that leads to a mathematical relationship 

AS90774   5 credits  Internal 

 
Demonstrate understanding of wave systems 
Waves on strings and in pipes. Interference 
 
AS90520   4 credits  External 

Module 3 
Demonstrate understanding of electrical systems 
DC & AC circuits. Capacitance. Electromagnetic induction. 
 
AS90523  6 credits  External Exam 
 
Demonstrate understanding of atoms, photons and nuclei 
Photon energy. Wave-particle duality. Photoelectric effect 
 
AS90522  3 credits  External Exam 

Module 4 
Demonstrate understanding of atoms, photons and nuclei (continued) 
Photon energy. Wave-particle duality. Photoelectric effect 
 
AS90522  3 credits  External Exam 
 
Revision 



RECREATION AND PRACTICAL SKILLS CURRICULUM  LEVEL 6 and 7  NCEA L1 and L2 
This course will include a combination of recreational physical activities and practical skills for use beyond school.  
Credits will be available in some but not all modules. The final course structure will depend on the needs of the 
students who enrol in this course. 
 
 You will make good use of the key competencies 
 

 Thinking   

 relating to others 

 using language, symbols and text 

 managing self 

 participating and contributing 
 
Overview of the course (dates approximate) 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Standards (may include these or others relevant to the participants) 
 
US 24697  Perform income related calculations for personal financial management 
NCEA L1  1 Credit 
 
US 24710  Produce a balanced budget for a family or house hold 
NCEA L2  3 Credits 
 
US 24695 Demonstrate knowledge of income, taxation and other deductions for personal financial management 
NCEA L2  3 Credits 
 

US 14262  Demonstrate knowledge and skills to make decisions in situations involving cannabis  

NCEA L2  3 Credits  

or 

US 14263  Explore issues related to alcohol and driving  

NCEA L2  2 Credits  

 

  

2hr of physical activities 
(Swimming/Athletics/Summer 

Sports 

1hr in the Gym 
Games 

1hr in the Gym 
Games 

1hr in the Gym 
1 Hour outdoor recreation 

2 hr Health 
Unit Standard 

 

1hr  Drivers Licence 
Preparation 

2hr Car and Home 
Maintenance 

 

1hr  Preparing a resume 
(Unit Standard) 

 

2hr Financial Life Skills 
(Unit Standards) 

 

2hr Planning and preparing 
quick and easy meals 



TE REO MĀORI CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 
The following Achievement Standards will be implemented in 2011. 
 
These are aligned to ‘Te Marautanga’ , the new Te Reo Māori Curriculum document. 
 
Literacy credits apply to this subject. 
 
Prerequisites:  Must complete Year 12 Internal Assessments 
 

 Achievement Standard  Topic  Credits 

AS 90542 (Internal) Whakarongo i te reo o te ao whānui  4 

AS 90543 (Internal)  Kōrero i te reo o te ao whānui  6 

AS 90783 (Internal) Hanga tuhinga auaha i te reo o te ao whānui  4 

AS90781 (External) Pānui kia whai maramatanga i te reo o te ao whānui 3 

AS90782 (External) Whakaoti tuhinga okawa i te reo o te ao whānui 4 

AS90784 (External) Panui kia wetewete i te reo o te ao whanui 3 

  



TECHNOLOGY SOFT MATERIALS CURRICULUM  LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 
 
This course will help you to 
 

 learn to use a range of sewing techniques 

 create and sew garments for yourself and others 

 create solutions to your own and others design briefs 

 develop good design appreciation 

 understand  the properties of fibres and fabrics 

 safely use a range of sewing equipment 
 
You will make good use of the key competencies 
 

 thinking 

 relating to others 

 using language, symbols and text 

 managing self 

 participating and contributing 

 
Overview of the course 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Module 1    Dress to Impress 
 
You will select and prepare the pattern and fabric for formal garment construction; select construction processes and 
techniques; and construct the garment. 
 
US6699    Prepare for and construct a garment for a formal occasion 
Level: NCEA L3  Assessment: Internal  Credits: 6 

 

Module 2 Speciality Fabrics                               
  

You will explain the use of special fabrics in garment construction and investigate, select, and explain appropriate 
processes and techniques for constructing your garment out of a chosen special fabric. 
 
US6701   Prepare for and construct a garment using special fabric 
Level: NCEA L3 Assessment: Internal  Credits:6 
 

Module 3 Creative and Crafty 
 
You will select and prepare the pattern and fabric for a textile item for a specified purpose. You will need to identify and 
select suitable construction processes and techniques; and construct the textile item. 
 
US6700    Prepare for and construct a textile item for a specified purpose                               
Level: NCEA L3 Assessment:  Internal Credits:6 
 

Dress to Impress     Specialty fabrics Creative and Crafty  



By the end of the course you will: 
 

 learn a range of garment construction skills 

 learn construction sequences, and make garments and other soft material items 

 set up, adjust and confidently operate a domestic sewing machine, a domestic overlocker and  an 
automatic embroidery machine. 

 understand  basic design principles 

 confidently select appropriate fabrics to design and make a range of soft material apparel 
 
With further study in this field, some career options are: 
 

 Fashion buyer 

 Designer or designer assistant 

 Product development manager 

 Fashion illustrator 

 Pattern drafter 

 Merchandiser/stylist 
  



VISUAL ARTS CURRICULUM LEVEL 8  NCEA L3 

 
Students get to specialise in painting or photography.  The aim of study at this level is for students to 
investigate and analyse selected approaches and theories related to the visual art practice.  Students 
develop a systematic approach to learning.  This takes place through exploration of materials, techniques 
and technologies.  Students will demonstrate the development, clarification and resolution of pictorial 
ideas.  It is strongly recommended that students continue work on assessments out of school hours. 

You will make good use of the key competencies: 

 Thinking 

 Relating to others 

 Using language, symbols and text 

 Managing self 

 Participating and contributing 

Overview of the course 
 

6 Feb – 23 Mar 26 Mar – 1 Jun 4 Jun – 10 Aug 13 Aug – 19 Oct 

 
 
 
 

 
Module 1 
Research and analyse approaches within established painting or photography practice. 
 
 
AS90659 / AS90660 
Level:  NCEA L3 Assessment:  Internal Credits:  4 
 
 
 
Module 2 
Investigate and use ideas and methods in the context of a drawing study in painting or photography. 
 
 
AS90663 / AS90664 
Level:  NCEA L3 Assessment:  Internal Credits:  6 
 
 
Module 3 
Produce original work within painting or photography to show extensive knowledge of art-making methods and ideas. 
 

AS90667 / AS90668 
Level:  NCEA L3 Assessment:  External Credits:  14 

 
By the end of the course you will: 

 Develop practical knowledge by extending and refining skills in the selected field of choice. 

 Learn to use a systematic approach selectively informed by recent and established practice to develop ideas 

in a body of work. 

 Learn how to investigate and analyse relevant approaches and theories related to students intentions to use 

in their own work. 

 

Produce a body of original work 
Investigate ideas and 
methods in drawing  

Research and analyse 
established practice 



SCHOLARSHIP 

Scholarship provides recognition and monetary reward to top students in their last year of schooling. Scholarship exams enable 
candidates to be assessed against challenging standards, and are demanding for the most able candidates in each subject. 

Scholarship candidates are expected to demonstrate high-level critical thinking, abstraction and generalisation, and to 
integrate, synthesise and apply knowledge, skills, understanding and ideas to complex situations. 

Entry to Scholarship 
Students can enter for Scholarship through an accredited New Zealand secondary school.  

The NZQA entry fee of $76 .70 (2011) covers all NQF standards and up to 3 scholarship subjects 

Eligibility to receive a monetary award 
To be eligible to receive a scholarship award, the student must be enrolled in tertiary study in New Zealand for the years in 
which they receive monetary awards. For awards with second or subsequent year payments recipients must maintain a 'B' 
grade average during their tertiary study in New Zealand. A pass in a single subject is worth $500. 

How many candidates are awarded Scholarship? 
Approximately 3 per cent of Year 13 students studying each subject at level 3 are awarded Scholarship, if they reach the 
standard that has been set. There is some tolerance around the 3 per cent, mainly for those subjects with few candidates.  

How are Scholarship exams marked? 
Markers allocate a score of 0-8 for each question in the Scholarship exams using subject specific schedules. These are based on 
a Generic Marking Guide, as follows: 

 An answer given a score of 8 is an Outstanding answer in all respects. Strong evidence of integration and synthesis. As 
good as could be expected under examination conditions. Accurate, comprehensive, coherent, lucid, perceptive. 

 A score of 1 shows Meagre understanding relevant to the question. 

 0 is awarded for answers that are blank or irrelevant. 

The work of the highest scoring candidates is reviewed by marking panels, to identify the top candidates in each subject. Exam 
booklets for candidates whose scores are close to either the Scholarship or Outstanding cut-offs are also re-marked, to ensure 
their results are correct. 

Exams have between 3 and 6 questions and the scores for each question are indicated in the candidates' exam booklets, which 
are returned soon after the results. 

The following subjects are available for Scholarship in 2011. 

Subject  

Accounting Geography Spanish 

Ag and Hort Science German Statistics and Modelling 

Art History Graphics Te Reo Maori 

Biology History Te Reo Rangatira 

Chemistry Japanese Technology (generic) * 

Chinese Mathematics with Calculus Visual Arts - Design 

Classical Studies Media Studies Visual Arts - Painting 

Drama Music Visual Arts - Printmaking 

Economics Physical Education Visual Arts - Photography 

English Physics Visual Arts - Sculpture 

French Science  

 


