COMING
EVENTS:

5 Aug
Parent Action
Group meeting
7.00pm-9.00pm
6 Aug
Eddie Alcock Netball tournament
9 Aug
Piopio College Ball
12 Aug
ICAS Maths
12-13 Aug
Tuakau Sports
Exchange
15 Aug
Technology
Challenge
Y7 & Y8

Phone:
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
Fax: 07 877 8388
Website:
http://
piopio.school.nz
Principal’s email:
jradice@
piopio.school.nz

Piopio College Newsletter
Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio
P A N U I

1 1

1

A U G U S T

2 0 1 4

PRINCIPAL’S PEN
Engā mātua, e ngā whanaunga me ngā hoa o te kura, tēnā koutou. Dear parents, caregivers
and friends of the College.
We are now half way through the year and we have just completed a review of the Charter
for the half year. This will go on our website for you to browse. I always welcome your
suggestions. If you do have suggestions about the College’s future then come along to the
Parent Action Group meeting Tuesday 5 August 7.00pm-9.00pm in the Staffroom. Anyone
is welcome to attend. Last time we discussed our views on the homework policy and our
discussion fuelled lots of ideas. On Tuesday we will be looking at the Charter and will start
to think about strategic direction for next year. This is your chance to have a voice.
I have been excited by the preparations for the ball. There is a strict code of conduct for
this event and I am expecting our students and their guests to abide by it.
In the last week I have been interviewed by the Waitomo News about marijuana being
taken outside school and some students coming in here under the influence.
This is a community issue as well. Adults are giving our young people access to this and
we need to work together to ensure our young people understand the dangers and the new
code of conduct for the workplace. I want to be vocal about this, otherwise we can’t make
changes. Three students have been suspended recently and this has to change. We have
brought in Donna Harris from Maniapoto Training Agency to work with a small group of
young people on a smoking cessation programme. We need to be, proactive to help these
students give up this unhealthy and expensive habit.
This week I had some visitors in the College, and as I walked I felt so much PRIDE. Our
students were focused, engaged, enjoying learning and very respectful. Well done Piopio
College. Looking at the photographs in this edition of the newsletter I can see how many
varied opportunities have been on offer to you and the challenges that are being set, and
carried out with a PASSION for learning.
Notes for your diary. Two productions coming up.
Animal Farm a play by Y11-Y13 Drama students will be performed Wednesday 27 and
Thursday 28 August in the Library at 7.30pm.
Little Shop of Horrors a musical will be performed in the Piopio Community Hall
17-20 September.
Look forward to seeing you there.
Julie Radice
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LEADERS STUFF
Hey guys
Welcome back to Term 3; hope you all had a fantastic break.
The ball is fast approaching! We hope you’ve got all your things sorted, as
well as your money and forms. They were due this week. The decorations
are well underway; it is definitely going to be a night to remember. Can’t
wait to see you all there.
Also, soon after the ball is the annual Tuakau exchange. We want to beat
them so train hard and let’s bring the trophy home! Other than that there
is not a lot else going on. We hope you’re all focused and working hard. For the seniors
this is basically the last term to get all your internal credits before exams, remember.
Keep working hard, and we will see you all next week. Have a great weekend.
Vaida and François

YEAR 7 SCIENCE
We know that “kids” aren’t supposed to play with
matches but, “Oh what fun we had learning how to
make a dog wag its tail!” Do you know why, when
two matches are both touching a bench, that one
stick lifts off and “wags” when the two matches ignite? We’ve got our theories!

Ko te tamaiti te
pūtake o te kaupapa

The child—the heart HORIZONTAL FORM MENTORING AT Y12
We were thrilled when local artist Jo Gallagher accepted our invitation to talk with our Y12
of the matter
mentoring group recently. We felt privileged to get a special insight into Jo’s journey as
she’s gone from a young child without the opportunity to do art at school to an amazing
artist.
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TUESDAY AGRICULTURE GROUP
The Agricultural students had a mystery horticultural tour this week. First stop was Te Kuiti where we learnt
about Macadamia nuts at Mr & Mrs Cook’s place. Some of us hadn’t realised that they grow in whorls
suspended from the foliage.

This apparatus above is for de-husking
Mr Cook has tried many different nut-cracking
devices. The one top right above is the most effective
for doing several at once.
Onion bags allow the nuts to dry

Rats are
a major
problem

Then we went to Smart
Plants and learnt about
the different stages of
planting up plants.
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SPORT

An error is a
blunder when it
is repeated.
(Johann
Wolfgang von
Goethe)

Piopio College Rugby
Tena koutou katoa! Ehara taku toa, he takitahi, he toa takitini: Piopio College Rugby, is
proud to announce their Representative trialists for 2014:
Trialing for the King Country u18’s is Isaac Griffin and Hohepa Rapana;
At U16 Level, Henare Williams; Connor Scarlet; Kaleb Adams; Chris Dunphy; Chris Keightly;
and Jack Griffin, have been nominated.
Trialling for the King Country u14’s are: Demante Murray; Thomas Havea; Lewis Taitoko;
Cody Mortensen; from Te Kuiti High School, Isaac Wana, Isaac Mulgrew and Quadde Bell;
and from Te Kuiti Primary, Carlos Karaitiana.
Good luck boys, I’m sure you will do us all proud.
Already selected, we have 3 boys playing for the King Country Roller Mills. They are,
Lorenz Kemp, Daniel Foss, and from Bush United’s u13s’, Guy Lansdown.
Congratulations to you 3 boys. Also, to your coaches, thank you for the time and effort you
put in. Remember boys, as the whakatauki says, you don’t stand alone; the team has
provided you with the opportunity to excel.
Last weekend saw 80+ points scored between the two teams. Amazing! Their respective
coaches have done an outstanding job; developing their players and game plans, and the
improvements in both teams are remarkable and they are both enjoying great success. It is
no surprise that we have so many selected for the next level.

The mind is not
a vessel to be
filled but a fire
to be kindled.
(Plutarach)

A special mention is for the u14 team, as they remain
undefeated this season, Kia mau te wehi! Also, we were
lucky to have a new student join us; Thomas Havea,
who is definitely a player to take note of, having scored
6 tries last week. That takes his tally to 10 tries in 2
games…and he’s kicked a few goals too! Welcome
Thomas and whanau, we look forward to watching you
on the field in your next games.
The u16 team faces a daunting task this week, travelling
to Hamilton Boys High to play the undefeated, u15A
team. Good luck Eion, Dave and boys, we are sure it will
be a different outcome from the previous game.
Lastly, thank you to all you parents and caregivers for
supporting your boy in rugby. If it’s helping with coaching, driving, cooking, cheering and/or cleaning, we
couldn’t do what we love doing if it wasn’t for you!
Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou!
Steve Bodger
Teacher In Charge of Rugby, Piopio College

Thomas Havea Y9
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Y11 WORK EXPERIENCE
Recently the Department of Conservation had the pleasure of hosting
Riki Newport and Jacob Stinson-Carr for a week’s work experience. These
two young men were exemplary in their behaviour and fully participated
in all work offered to them; even when the work involved long hours in
the cold and rain. This day Riki and Jacob were working on cleaning up the
Ongarue Hall.
Erana Stevens, Partnership Ranger, DoC
TUAKAU SPORTS EXCHANGE
Thirty fifth annual exchange versus Tuakau
Tuakau will arrive sometime around 2.00pm-2.15pm on Tuesday 12
August (week 4) and following the powhiri our visitors will meet their
billeting hosts.
Wednesday 13 August match times:
Girls football 9.45am / Girls netball 10.15am / Boys football 10.55am / Rugby 11.00am
As hosts our players need to bring $6.00 to Mrs Stewart by Monday to assist in the catering for our guests (and
themselves).
The aftermatch function will be held in the gym. Non playing billetters are entitled to attend. Senior players will
wear black and white formal and other players are to wear their formal travel uniform to school on Wednesday
and at the after match function.
At this stage we still may need hosts for 15 of our visitors. If you can assist please contact myself or Mrs Baker.
Mike Johnson

GATEWAY
Did you know that Piopio College has its own resident barber? Te Arahi Harris works with Sean the Barber at
Otorohanga each Tuesday as part of our Gateway programme and this week we had a bonus experience as Sean
Lewis came to Piopio College on an extra day to offer some further coaching.
Client #1 Before

The first locks

Completed…….

During

Room 2 (Y8) are focussing on writing recounts at the moment. We discussed what had happened in the
Ukraine and learners wrote about this; ‘recounting’ what they knew.
17-7-14 the day MH17 went down with 298 passengers on board who sadly lost their lives. The plane was shot
down by the pro-Russian rebels who came up with lots of silly excuses as to why they shot the plane down. This
disaster brought a lot of sadness to the Dutch because there were nearly 200 passengers who were Dutch. After
the plane went down nobody picked up the bodies for four days, the rebels just stole all the possessions they
could find. The bodies are now all being flown back to Holland for identification.
Louie MacLachlan
MUSIC
Reminder to string muscians—Mr Nation will not be here next Wednesday.
MERITORIOUS ACTION
These students have received acknowledgement of the many good things they have done.
Braeden Bevege, Brayden Burnell, Chrissi Ewens, Isaac Griffin, Julius Kaiki, Lorenz Kemp, Jasmin Kennard, William
Lendorf, Charles Lucas,Toby MacDonald, Stacey MacKenzie, Linda Muraahi, Demante Murray, Harley Ngarotata,
Janayah Rameka, Dellayne Ratima, Sam Richardson, TJ Tapara, Aiden Tarrant, Dylan Tarrant, Presley Waretini,
Shakaya Winikerei.
Winner of a canteen voucher is Harley Ngarotata.
MUSIC PERFORMANCE DAY—MONDAY 15 SEPTEMBER
All instrumental musicians (students learning with our ITM teachers but as well as piano, bagpipes, harmonica,
drums etc…), singers start to talk to your teachers and prepare a little piece to perform in front of two friendly
judicators in a relax environment.
If you know how to play any instrument (and do not take lessons) please don’t be shy and hide your talent, come
forward and play a piece for us. For more info contact Noelle Turner.
Senior sleepover next week Wednesday 6 August.
Bill Burnell
NZQA FEES
These are now overdue.
$76.60 per student to a maximum of $200 per family. If you
have a community services card or meet any of the criteria for
financial assistance please get the information to me so I can
get the applications underway. This will reduce the cost to
$20 per student or $30 per family.
Louise Sheeran
Deputy Principal

