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21 Feb
Class Group, Portrait
& ID Photos

24-28 Feb
Y13 Sailing Trip

27 Feb
KC Swimming Sports
(TK)

3 March
Piopio College
Swimming Sports

6 March
KC Athletics Sports
(TK)

7 March
Regional Kapa Haka
Comp Snr (TK)
KC Primary Swimming Sports

Phone:
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
Fax: 07 877 8388
Website:
http://
piopio.school.nz
Principal’s email:
jradce@piopio.scho
ol.nz

PRINCIPAL’S PEN
E ngā mātua, e ngā whanaunga me ngā hoa o te kura, tēnā koutou. Dear parents,
caregivers and friends of school.
Happy New Year and welcome to all of you, particularly our new students. I have so much
good news to share with you. I talked of the much improved National Standard results at
Prizegiving which matched our targets and many of our students have moved up two or
more sub levels. Now I can report our NCEA results. Two sets of results are always
reported. The first is Participation based. That is students who are entered for a Level.
(We must remember some students take longer to achieve their credits and may take two
years to reach a NCEA level result).
NCEA Level 1 90% pass.
NCEA Level 2 90% pass.
NCEA Level 3 74.6% pass.
The second set of results is roll based. In other words they look at the total number of
students in a year group whether they have taken enough credits or are new to the school.
They count them all.
NCEA Level 1 79.4%.
NCEA Level 2 72%.
NCEA Level 3 36.9%
95% of our students passed the literacy and numeracy credits.
100% of our students who left at the end of the year in the senior school left with a NCEA
Level 2.
I am very proud of our students and teachers who have worked hard. I send my best
wishes to all those who have left us. I hope you will continue with your learning and enjoy
your lives.
There have been many changes to our College this year and I have been very impressed
with the attitude and determination our students are showing. These changes have come
after much consideration and advice from the Ministry and much hard work from our staff.
Come along to ‘Meet the Principal’ evening on Thursday 20 February and I will share with
you our charter and plans for the future.
We started the year with Orientation Week to help the students meet their teachers, learn
about their courses and help decide what the new school rules will be.
The students have written three rules. They have agreed to:
1. Be a learner
2. Be safe
3. Be respectful
With these rules comes a matrix that they have worked on including their rights and
responsibilities.
A group of students went to Waitangi and during our first full week we have started on our
Tuesday options. These options are designed to help our students develop qualities that
will prepare them for their future. This along with mentoring sessions should give our
students advice and guidance on their future pathways. (Continued page 2)
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2014 STUDENT LEADERS

LEADERS STUFF

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
TEAM
Back row
Hohepa Rapana-Gavin
Rachel Stilborn
Ehlana Haumaha
Savahn Taitoko
(Deputy Head Girl)
Peter Denize
(Deputy Head Boy)
Isaac Griffin
Shane Singleton
Liam Young
Front row
Ashley Thompson
(BoT Trustee)
François Turner
(Head Boy)
Vaida Poole
(Head Girl)
Rainer Evans

Hey guys, and welcome back!
We are very excited to be working with you all this year as your Head
Students and Board of Trustees rep. We hope you enjoyed the fun
activities we had on the first few days, and hopefully now all our new
students are managing to find their way around! We’ve been busy trying
to think of more exciting stuff we can get you guys involved in this year
which we know you’ll enjoy. Remember swimming sports are coming up
soon, so make the most of your time in the pool, and we can’t wait to see
you all in your crazy mascots each house must organise. Also, well done
to the senior students who got house captains and deputies and may the best house win.
The Y13s are off on the adventure of a lifetime in a couple of weeks where we shall
embark on a journey of sailing around the Hauraki Gulf for four nights. We hope you’ll all
get your forms in so we can enjoy this experience together. We trust the Y12s will step up
as leaders in our absence.
And just a few reminders before we go this week, the bully jar is still in Mrs Baker’s office,
for the new kids the bully jar is where you put your name if you’re being bullied or having a
hard time, so we can do something about it. Also the King Country Cycletime is coming up.
This year it’s held in Puruora Forest on Saturday 15 March, so if you are keen for a bit of a
challenge, start doing same training.
And remember, if you have any awesome ideas you’d like to share, don’t be shy to come
and speak to one of us, or if there’s something you’d like to take to the Board, Ashley is
very approachable. We look forward to hearing any ideas you may have, and can’t wait to
continue working with you all throughout the year.
Have a fun, and a safe weekend, see you all on Monday.
Vaida, François, Ashley
-Principal penCongratulations to our senior students who have been chosen as this years leaders. They
are taking on different roles such as activities leader, student voice leader, academic
advisor, cultural leader. Over the next few newsletters they will introduce themselves to
you and explain what they can offer to the students at the College. (continued page 5)
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ICAS TESTS
Students have the opportunity to enter these external tests and sit them at the College. I believe they are a
useful measure of your child’s achievement at an international level. The following tests are available:
Subject

Available to

Fee

Closing date

Test date

Computer Skills

Years 7-11

$ 8.50

Mon 7 April

Tues 20 May

Science

Years 7-13

$ 8.50

Mon 14 April

Wed 4 June

Writing

Years 7-13

$ 19.50

Mon 5 May

Thurs 18 June

Spelling

Years 7-8

$ 10.50

Mon 5 May

Tues 17 June

English

Years 7-13

$ 8.50

Mon 16 June

Tues 29 July

Mathematics

Years 7-13

$ 8.50

Mon 23 June

Tues 12 August

Please send the appropriate fee(s) into the College by the closing date listed if you wish your child to enter
these tests. If you have any queries please contact me.
Caroline Foss

FIRST WEEK ACTIVITIES
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We need to help
children develop
nobility.
By nobility I
mean doing the
right thing for the
right reason.
I think this can be
taught just as we
teach arithmetic
or reading or
biology.
(Jonas Salk)

WAITANGI TRIP 2014
From the 3—7 February the Chiefs
of Waitangi Y11 Māori class
journeyed up to Paihia. During the
week we experienced visiting Tane
Mahuta, going on a bus trip up
Ninety Mile Beach and up to Cape
Reinga, fishing, swimming and the
Waitangi dawn ceremony.
We would like to thank our parent
helpers Dave Wrack, Dave
Barnsdall, Leah, Richie and of
course a big thanks to Whaea
Tania for organizing the whole trip,
it was an awesome trip.
From the Chiefs of Waitangi
WAITOMO AWARD TUESDAY
Thank you to the parents who were able to come to the meeting on Tuesday
night. Some students only joined the group on that day so I apologise that notice
was so short for some. Please don’t hesitate to ring me at school or home
878 7470, if you have queries.
I have had to shift all our programme dates and we have heaps of experts coming
in but am hopeful we can still run our first camp to Leitches on Monday 3.00pm
24 Feb returning Tuesday 25 Feb at 8.00pm.
Full details will be sent and students will have a planning time Tuesday 18 Feb at
school. My survey indicates there is sufficient gear in the group to manage the
trip. In any event please don’t feel you have to buy equipment. It can all be
borrowed.
Any or all parents are most welcome. Please let me know if you are coming.
Bill Burnell/Roanne Heath
SWIMMING SPORTS
Entries for these will be taken next week during PE.
Students may enter up to 5 events from 25m, 50m, 100m in freestyle,
breaststroke and backstroke, 25m butterfly and a 75m OR 100m medley.
Our standardised groups are based on the swimmers age at 1 January 2014.
They are under 12 (sub junior), under 14 (juniors), and under 16 (intermediates)
and under 19 (seniors). These age groups apply to all major College
championship events.
STUDENT HEALTH CLINIC
Dr Amy Kempthorne will resume her weekly clinic as from Tuesday 25 February,
9.30am-11.30am.
Parents/caregivers are welcome to attend with their child.
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YEAR 7—YEAR 10
Y7 to Y10 students are now in classes and our timetable is fully functional. Welcome to the large number of
new students, parents and families. We are really pleased to have you part of our school family. The big
increase in our roll and the changes to the way we do things are providing innovative and exciting
opportunities. The year will be exciting and full of real learning opportunities.
Over the year if you have any issues or problems please contact me at school or home 878 7470. I will send
home a much fuller outline of programmes, activities, and opportunities as we complete our testing and the
information comes to hand.
Bill Burnell (Y7-Y10 Dean)
- Principal pen continuedI like receiving good news. In the last few days I heard James Cudby-Mackenzie won
Beginner Champion at the Aria Show after only 8 weeks riding. James gained 4 first
placings, 2 seconds, 2 thirds and 1 fourth.
Ben Stilborn has been busy over the holidays with his swimming. He has been
training 4 nights a week in Te Kuiti and has competed at the Waikato Junior
Championship where he won 3 Gold and 1 Bronze and has also qualified for the NZ
Junior Champs which are being held in Wellington this Fri, Sat and Sun. He is
competing in the 50m, 100m & 200m Breaststroke. We wish him all the best.
Snow Nicol from 3-Way Motors has just informed me that his buses have been awarded a Grade 5 (the top
grade) by the Ministry of Transport (LTSA). Congratulations and thanks for all your support, we do appreciate
it.
Our senior students are looking smart in black and white and the blazers are now ready for purchase. The
College is subsidising the purchase of these so they are $180 to purchase or $50 a term to hire.
My door is always open and I will always respond to emails so don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any
queries. And don’t forget ‘Meet the Principal’ evening on Thursday 20 February at 7.00pm in the Library.
Julie Radice
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. . . the CycleTime King Country Challenge

The Heartland Mountain Bike Event at
Pureora Forest.
15th March 2014
MORE MARSHALLS URGENTLY NEEDED ??
We urgently need more people to help us.
If you can help, or just want to find out more, please call 877 8173 and leave your name
and contact details. Thank you.
PIOPIO COLLEGE PTA
Urgent looking for new members to join the committee. For more information contact Lianne
Dunphy 877 6666 or David Wrack 878 6684.
PIOPIO COMMUNITY LIBRARY
When: 18 February 2014. Where: College Library 18 Aria Road, Piopio. Time: 5.00pm
This will be our first meeting of the year, and would love to welcome new/prospective members, so come along,
and see what we’re about.
Library Liz
FOR SALE
Hey all, Peter here, hope you all are all enjoying being back at school, and enjoying the new changes that have
been made.
I am selling DVD's of the Blood Brothers production that The Piopio College
Drama Group performed last year.
I have spent a long time trying to make them as good as I can. The DVD
inside each case contains a video of the last night that we performed.
I am selling them for $15 each. If you are interested, students can find
me at the school or parents can contact me at peterdenize@hotmail.com
to work out payment and delivery. Cheers, Peter
YOUTH GROUP
Starting Monday 17 February , Piopio Marae. All College students are welcome. See Mrs Taitoko for permission
forms. Ring Rev Kay Taitoko 877 8325 if you have any queries.
PIOPIO TENNIS CLUB UBP DOUBLES TOURNAMENT
Saturday 15 February
Graded men’s, women’s & junior sections.
Juniors: $15 each / Adults: $35 each. Includes all day lunch and a BBQ
dinner + great prizes.
Entries to Peter Keeling 878 7891 pandskeeling@ruralinzone.net or
Matt Buckly 878 8834.

