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Piopio College Newsletter
Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio

Fri 21 March
Taratahi Taster
Day (Putaruru)
Passion for Learning Conference
GATE students
(P North)
Tues 25 March
PC Athletics
Wed 26 March
Science Road
Show (Gym)

Phone:
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
Fax: 07 877 8388
Website:
http://
piopio.school.nz
Principal’s email:
jradice
@piopio.school.nz

P A N U I

4

1 4

M A R C H

2 0 1 4

PRINCIPAL’S PEN
E ngā mātua, e ngā whanaunga me ngā hoa o te kura, tēnā koutou. Dear parents,
caregivers and friends of the school.
So we are over halfway through term one. What have we achieved as a school so far?
Our Charter has been accepted by the Ministry. This outlines our future strategic goals
and annual plan. It is available for anyone to look at. As it is sixty pages if you would like a
copy I will email it to you so please contact me by email.
Our Tuesday programme is up and running. If you had visited our school this Tuesday you
would have seen students being instructed in hip hop in the hall. Students working on
kayaking skills. Astronomy students hard at work, Waitomo Award students developing
literacy and numeracy skills after all their camps and outdoor challenges, a group of
students working with MacDonalds Quarry who have very kindly agreed to sponsor us with
materials for a limestone bird facing SH3 and Ag students learning about quad bike safety.
Fantastic.
Thirty students out at various venues in Gateway courses and four at Wintec in Hamilton.
Three students out fly fishing, students out doing service for the community and a group
of students visiting libraries and modern learning environments in Te Awamutu and
Hamilton. One member of staff called it a “Revolution”. Our staff and students seemed so
engaged. I must congratulate our staff and community for all their hard work and
dedication to make this part of the curriculum engaging and successful. Gateway could
not happen without the time and goodwill of our businesses and schools in the
community. Thank you everyone.
As part of our mentoring programme we will be holding an important evening to ensure all
our students make targets. Students will work with mentors to look at their results and
achievement and set two goals. You will then be invited in to discuss these at 10 minute
interviews on Wednesday 16 April 4.00pm-8.00pm. This will happen at end of term one
and be monitored and checked with a further meeting in term three. There will still be a
parent student evening in term two to meet subject teachers.
This target setting evening will give you a chance to be engaged with your students
education. Remember Meet the Principal evenings will happen every term to help you all
through changes.
I look forward to meeting you all soon. Put 16 April in your diary—Goal Setting evening.
Julie Radice
*NEWS FLASH* KING COUNTRY MOUNTAIN BIKE CHALLENGE CANCELLED DUE TO
CYCLONE AND UNPREDICTED DANGEROUS WEATHER CONDITIONS
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2014 STUDENT LEADERS

LEADERS STUFF

We have four pillars for
our Charter
1)
We will become a
culturally and
linguistically
responsive school
2)
We will explore
modern teaching
and learning
3)
We will work at
engaging our
students, parents
and community
4)
We will become an
outwardly focussing
school

Hey guys, did you watch Seven Sharp on Tuesday night? The Y12 and Y13
had their time to shine when an ex student Adam King came to share his
story about his accident. It was a very interesting and emotional story, we
admire Adam’s bravery. We all really enjoyed it and I think it was a huge
wake up call for us all.
In other events the Y13’s enjoyed an amazing week away recently, sailing
around the Hauraki Gulf. What an experience! We had a great time and
when you all get the chance we recommend you take it, it's an experience
of a lifetime, one you will never forget. Thanks a lot Mr Hallam for
organising the trip.
We also recently had swimming sports and what a day it was. Well done to everyone who
competed or helped out on the day to earn points for your house. As much as we, as
proud members and deputy/house captains hate to say it, well done Blue House for your
victory. Thanks to everyone who came along and supported us all. And a huge
congratulations to Ben Stilborn who broke several records that day. That's incredible, go
Red House!
In other sport news, well done to the King Country Athletics team that went away to
Te Awamutu to compete last Thursday. You represented the school well, we are very
proud of you all. Also remember our own school athletics is coming up in a couple of
weeks, so start training. Red house especially. Well, that's all from us this week, have a
great week next week guys!
Vaida and François
COLLEGE SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
Thanks to all parents, students and staff who assisted on this event. Well done to
swimmers particularly when it became chilly.
Congratulations to the following Champions and Placegetters
Champion
Runner Up
Third
Snr
Olivia Pulman
Grace Kroon
Roberta Young
François Turner
Isaac Griffin
Paiaka Muraahi
Int
Sharona Dellow
Sam Plowright
Sarah Bevege
Josh Parker
Jack Griffin
Carlos Hirini
Jnr
Saskia Johns
Toni-Anne Robinson
Shakaya Winikerei
Ben Stilborn
Reade Blakeman
Daniel Foss
Cody Mortensen
Sub Jnr Tyler Wiseman
Keighley Brough
Molly Nelson
Braeden Bevege/Louie MacLachlan
Jackson Bradbury
A special acknowledgement to Ben Stilborn who set 5 records impressively bettering the
times of Fraser Haywood, Phillip Bird, Stephan Turner and Mohi Watene.
House results:
Blue 348 Red 319 Green 34 Gold 154
Vertical Form Winners TTA
King Country Secondary Schools Athletics
Nine Secondary schools competed at the Te Awamutu stadium. Indivual results
Isaac Griffin
3rd High Jump / 4th 400m
Chris Dunphy 1st 400m / 4th Discus
Connor Scarlett 2nd 800m
Nathaniel Wrack 4th Triple Jump
Shane Singleton 1st 3000m / 1st 1500m / 3rd 400m
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If you want to
see a copy of our
Charter please
email me and I
will send a copy
via email.
Julie

The Waitomo Award Tuesday Group has had a busy week. On Monday night we continued
our skills programme playing our second night of bowls. Eileen Hayes, Jill Rattenbury, and
Maureen Waite spent two hours each night teaching and practicing the skills of this lovely
gentle but competitive game to our kids.
Last Monday we were joined by 8
parents who enjoyed playing
“friendly games” against the
students.
Thank you Piopio Bowling Club
ladies, and our very supportive
parents. I was impressed with the
skill level our students
achieved. You all receive a pass in the Award scheme for this skill.
Work completed on Tuesday this week will be presented for parents at the mentoring
sessions. It is very impressive.
On Tuesday we have our next camp- Survival 1. This will be at Mangaotaki Bridge on
Monday night and Tuesday. Students will have to spend the night in self built shelters.
The theme is survival skills - hope the weather is warm and dry! This is preparation for the
challenging Survival 2 later in the year.
Bill Burnell
GATEWAY
Thank you to all of the businesses/employers who are helping Piopio College students to
learn about the world of work once they leave school. It is truly appreciated and all reports
so far have been immensely positive and affirming. If you have offered a placement and
that offer has not yet been taken up, please don’t think that we have forgotten about it as
it just means that student career pathways are moving in a different direction at the
moment.
Starting Tuesday 1 April we would like to put ten agriculture students on farm placement
for an 8-10 week block, but with an interuption on Tuesday 15 April (Tractor Safety day
with AgNZ to be held at the College). The school placement day is always a Tuesday
although that does not prevent farmers providing work at weekends and holidays. If you
are interested in talking further about what’s involved or in offering an opportunity, please
ring me, Ph 877 8173 (College) or 877 8440 (home). Thank you to the people who have
already offered and I will be in contact with you again shortly.
A very special thank you from the Ag Students to King Country Honda who kindly supplied,
delivered and picked up at the end of the day, a Quad bike for our use last Tuesday.
Thanks, Marina Rauputu

On Tuesday a group of students went with Mrs Radice and Mr McGeough visited
Te Awamutu Primary School and Hamilton Library in Garden Place to seek inspiration for
our new Community Library. A thoroughly enjoyable day.
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YEAR 13 SAILING TRIP
What we did:
Sailed in Hauraki Gulf
Explored Islands
Swam
Fished
Lived Aboard
Vistited Auck’ Marine Rescue Centre
Had Fun
What we learnt:
How to Sail
How to Navigate
Survival skills
Operate VHF Radio
Emergency Procedures
Experienced Tutors

Where we went

That’s how you
do it boys !

MERITORIOUS ACTION
These students have received acknowledgement of the many good things they have done.
Petra Burgess, Chalet Bidois, Te Arahi Harris, Carlos Hirini, Justin Karl, Menae McTainsh, Jack Mortensen, Sarah
Moses, Santana Muraahi, Molly Nelson, Reghan Ngarotata, Ranee Nikora-Rehu, Josh Parker, Myron RapanaBarrett, Hohepa Rapana-Gavin, Louisa Te Rata, Tyler Wiseman.
Winners of a canteen voucher are Justin Karl and Josh Parker .
WINTER SPORTS
On Wednesday students gave a non binding indication of the sports codes they would like to play this winter
season. This enables Teachers in Charge (TiC) to begin planning for the season. If you are interested in assisting
either as a manager, coach or trainer please make contact with the TiC. All students should now be thinking
about their own level of aerobic fitness.
Teachers in Charge:
Netball: Mrs G Draper
Football: Mr Johnson
Squash: Mrs Foss
Rugby: Mr Bodger
Golf: Mrs Barnsdall
Hockey: Mr Johnson
College Athletic Sports Tuesday 25 March
Entries for this will be taken on next Wednesday. With fewer teachers available, but the same number of
events, I would appreciate any offers of assistance either as timekeepers or field event co-officials.
Mike Johnson Sports Co-ordinator
Wonderful Wordsmith
Leaning on the trunk of the old walnut tree, I was mesmerised by the honeybee’s beauty ..... The tiny beasts
wings were beating a thousand times a minute hovering over the fuchsia coloured rose. Its razor sharp stinger
threatened a nearby enemy trying to take his flower. Sitting on the pink blossom he sticks powdery nectar to his
velcro like legs and he took off faster than he appeared. Using delicate brush strokes I tried to capture the
amazing and peaceful scenery.
Tonianne Robinson Y9
Dyslexia Awareness Week: 17 23 March
It is estimated that approximately 10% of students in New Zealand schools may have a specific learning disability
such as dyslexia. “The Big Picture; Rethinking Dyslexia” documentary will be screened on TV 3 at noon this
Sunday, 16 March. The documentary provides personal and uplifting accounts of the dyslexic experience from
children, experts and iconic leaders, such as Sir Richard Branson and financier Charles Schwab. Directed by James
Redford, the film not only clears up the misconceptions about the condition, but also paints a picture of hope for
all who struggle with it. Shining a spotlight on the latest scientific and psychological research, the film also
highlights the work of Drs. Sally and Bennett Shaywitz, co-founders and co-directors of the Yale Center of
Dyslexia and Creativity to illuminate the hidden origins and implications of dyslexia. Proving that dyslexia is a
neurological issue and not a character flaw, The Big Picture beautifully illustrates that while the condition is an
obstacle, it also carries some unique advantages, and ultimately can be overcome.
Will this bird fly?
Tegan, Jasmin & Robyn during a planning session
Piopio College is a taonga hidden from the travelling public as they pass through our
village, trees and bits of buildings are all that can be seen. However, we aim to
change that. One group of students have been working on a bird that won’t fly! The
Tuesday landscaping group have been inspired by the chalk horses of England to
design and layout an impressive limestone Piopio bird on the slope overlooking the soccer field. Facing across
the adjacent farmland, all travellers on Highway 3 at the western end of Piopio will
get a clear view of this unique feature. Students have spent hours researching
patterns, developing concept drawings, measuring and establishing site plans.
Duncan Clarke from MacDonalds Lime Quarry paid a visit and was wowed by the
enthusiasm and designs. As a result, MacDonalds Lime have agreed to provide and
deliver the required limechip mix to complete the project. Awesome!
Reubin explaining his design to Duncan Clarke... from MacDonalds Lime

Student behaviour on buses: what is expected?
This fact sheet contains general information about how students should behave on buses.

Overview
New Zealand has a very good school transport record. Everyone involved in school transport is very
keen not just for this record to be maintained, but for risks and hazards to be minimised at all times.
Because the Ministry of Education is committed to maintaining this high level of safety, it requires
safe behaviour from everyone using school buses.

What sort of behaviour is expected of students using buses?
Students who travel on a school bus may continue to do so while they behave in a safe and reasonable
manner. The next page lists the behaviour expected from school bus students, as well as some safety
tips. Caregivers and students should take time to read and understand these expectations.

What happens if a student behaves unsafely or inappropriately?
If a student behaves in an inappropriate or unsafe manner the school takes steps to manage this
behaviour, as in any other area of school life. It is important to note that a student not meeting
expected behaviour standards risks losing their place on the school bus either temporarily or permanently.

Can a driver remove a student from a bus before they have reached home
or school?
No. Where a student is not meeting expected behaviour standards on a bus, the bus driver cannot
simply pull over and remove the student from a bus. In the interests of safety, the bus driver must finish the route and deliver the student to their usual stop. In extreme cases, where the bus driver judges
that it is no longer safe to continue the route with the student on board, the driver will pull over and
contact the police or the school to remove the student.

Can a student’s place on a school bus be taken away?
Yes. Where a student’s behaviour is an ongoing or serious problem, the school and the Bus Operator
may decide to withdraw the privilege of a place on a school bus. This could be a temporary measure,
or in more serious cases, a permanent one. In such circumstances it is up to the caregiver to make their
own arrangements to ensure they are meeting their legal obligation to get their child to school. Caregivers are not entitled to a conveyance allowance in this situation.
For more information visit our website at:
www.minedu.govt.nz/
goto/schooltransport

TRAVEL ON SCHOOL BUSES
Bus Safety Tips for students and parents that state what is required to ensure all enjoy safe travel to and
from school on our buses. We ask that parents discuss this with their children regardless of their age, to
remind them of how it should be:

Going to school
Wait quietly for the bus – stand as far away from the road edge as you can
Wait until the bus has stopped before you walk to the door in a single line
Let the youngest person go first

On the bus
Sit down quickly and put your bag on the floor under your seat or on your knees
Sit facing the front and do not fool around, make loud noise or do anything that could distract the driver
Talk quietly and only to people near you, no calling out.
Stay in your seat and stay far away from open windows – do not ever put your arm, head etc out of the
window
Listen to and obey any instructions from the driver or bus monitor/prefect without argument
If you have to stand, place your bag on the floor and hold on to a seat back or handrail
Always stay behind the driver

Going home
Get off the bus carefully – do not push others
After getting off the bus, if you are crossing the road, wait as far away from the road edge as possible
until the bus has moved away a distance of at least two power poles.
Listen and look both ways to make sure it is safe to cross the road.

Advice for parents – Some tips to keep your children safe:
Make sure children know the safest route to the bus stop. Better still, drop them off so that they don’t
have to cross the road.
Don’t leave young children on their own waiting for the bus. They don’t recognise or respond to hazards
as quickly as you do.
Park your car out of the way of the bus or other children. Tell children of the importance of waiting
quietly and not playing games that could have them running out onto the road.
If you are picking children up from the bus stop, wait on the same side of the road. Don’t call out from
across the road. Have an alternative plan in case you are running late.
Make sure that your children are as visible as possible, adding reflective tape to their bags and jackets.
Discuss and practice these points regularly with young children.

Casual passengers on Te Kuiti bus:
Any extra student passengers wishing to travel on the Te Kuiti Bus (This service is not run by the
Ministry of Education but paid for by passengers and the schools) may request permission from Mr
Hallam. They will be allowed to board the bus by presenting a ticket or cash payment to the driver.
Tickets may be purchased at Piopio College or Piopio Primary School as follows:
1 Trip Ticket
$5.00 Ticket will be collected by the driver.
Regards, Rob Hallam – Bus Controller
Ph. 877 8173 wk / 877 8384 hm.
THERE IS A WHOLE MUTTON TO BE WON!!
The Ball Committee is having a mutton raffle, which is kindly donated by Lance Peterson and will be processed by
Mokau Butchery. The tickets will be sold at the College Office, The Oily Rag Piopio and The Whitebait Inn Mokau.
Tickets are $5 each and your support would be much appreciated.
2014 Ball Committee
FOR SALE 2004 Holden Commodore Executive. Red. 188,5000kms, WoF & Rego 05/14. Mechanically sound,
mags, towbar, central locking, airbags, electric windows. Only selling as had opportunity to upgrade vehicle.
$7650 ono. Phone 027 589 8824 or 877 8886.

