PIOPIO COLLEGE

COMING EVENTS:
26 Oct
BoT Mthly mtg
4 Nov
PTA Gala
7-9 Nov
Chainsaw Course
9-11 Nov
Y7 Parnell Trip
14-16 Nov
Fencing Course
28 Nov– 2 Dec
Y10 Wrk Experience
29 Nov
Orientation Day
2 Dec
Maniopoto Festival
9.00am-2.30pm
2- 4 Dec
Y13 Camp
6 - 10 Dec
Y10 Camp
Parnell Primary Here
14 Dec
Last Day of School
Phone:
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
Website:
http://
piopio.school.nz
Acting Principal’s
email:
lsheeran@
piopio.school.nz

Piopio College Newsletter
Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS AND VIEWS
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā whānau o te Kura Tuarua o Piopio. Welcome back to school for
Term 4. The year seems to be flying by and the BOT has been engaged in a lot of mahi
behind the scenes to help support our dedicated teachers and committed parents to
provide the best situation we can for our students here at Piopio College.
PRINCIPAL APPOINTMENT
We have been successful in an application to the Ministry of Education (MoE) to advertise
the position of principal with a Principal Recruitment Allowance of $50,000 per annum for
each of the first 3 years of the appointment, on offer. The purpose of the allowance is to
help attract a highly effective principal. The school and principal must each meet a range of
separate eligibility criteria in order for this
allowance to be applied.
For the successful applicant to be
eligible for the allowance, they are
expected to provide the leadership
needed to improve a school’s student
achievement.
The BoT is working closely with
Richard Clarke, an experienced
Education Consultant, throughout the
process of appointing our new
principal. The position has been
advertised this week, with
applications closing November 17.
The screening process will include
applicants responding to a range of
criteria by providing evidence of their
past and current performance,
Referees reports, phone referencing,
and visiting applicants in their current
place of employment. Our intention is
to finalise the appointment by
December 5, with an announcement to
our school-community on Wednesday
December 7, 2016.
We thank staff, students, parents and whānau for recently responding to a questionnaire,
providing the BoT with information about the qualities and characteristics you would like to
see in a new Principal.
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YEAR 11,12,13 STUDENTS
This is a reminder that there are only four weeks remaining at school for students to complete their Internal
Assessments and prepare for their External Exams which start on 4 November.
All students need to be aware that work needs to be handed in on the due date for it to be marked and
moderated in time for a resit, if that is necessary. Teachers have spoken to all senior classes about this.
100% attendance at school is critical at this time of the year. One lesson missed could be the difference
between passing and failing.
Homework is essential. All students in all senior classes should be working on homework at this time of the
year, in all subjects.
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to call me at the college.
Sue Draper
Y11,Y12,Y13 Dean
TE KURA STUDENTS
Wednesday 26 October is the last date for submitting your work to Te Kura for marking.
SPORT COMMITTEE
The sports committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 18 October at 5.00pm in the Piopio College Staffroom.
It will be to form a committee, set some targets and discuss a possible overseas sports tour in 2017.
Please contact me on 021 230 9261 if you are keen.
Ben Draper
ATTENTION LEAVERS
Students planning to go to tertiary study after they leave school should
apply for their Student Allowance or Loan by 16 December.
StudyLink expects around 180,000 students to apply for their Student
Allowance or Loan for the 2017 academic year.
Applying by 16 December means StudyLink can get everything sorted
so that the student receives their funding from the start of their course.
Students don’t need to have their NCEA results or have locked down
all their plans in order to apply.
Their application can be updated as things are confirmed. It’s more
important to allow enough time for all the steps in the application
process to be completed.
Students can find out more about applying for a Student Allowance or
Loan on the StudyLink website.
Pop a reminder in your calendar, or even better – go straight to
studylink.govt.nz to apply now.
TROPHIES
We still have outstanding cups and trophies. If you received a trophy last year please return it (cleaned) to the
College office as soon as possible. Phone calls home will start soon for those still outstanding.

ATTENDANCE
We are still having an increase of unexplained absences, by law you are required to let your school know if
your child is absent or late. Please remind your children to sign in at the office before they go to class if they
are arriving late.
If we are not notified or given an explanation for absences students will automaticly be marked “Truant” after
two weeks. We have a number of ways you can notify us of absences.
Please email eharris@piopio.school.nz or text our Attendance Officer Emelia Harrris on 0210 828 0129.
Technical problems exist with our phones at the College and we no longer have an extension for absences but
please still contact the office to advise us of absences on 07 877 8173.

PTA GALA
2016’s College PTA are very excited to be planning their first Gala. We need our school community’s support, firstly
by donating goods and secondly by coming along on Friday 4 November between 3.30pm-7.00pm to help create a
fun filled afternoon.
In the next two weeks we will ask for donations– baking, grocery items, white elephant etc. Your support will help
greatly with our gala’s success.
Watch this space!
Sheryl
TOUCH
On Thursday September 22, 23 students went to the King Country Touch Tournament held at Te Kuiti High School.
Both the Senior and Junior team placed 4th overall.
Thank you to all the students for their participation and their awesome manners.
Also a huge THANK-YOU to Mandi for driving the other van.
Piopio College Black Mini Ball– BYE THIS WEEK
ATTENTION COACHES
Can you please return any sports uniforms and gear bags you may have to the College as soon as possible, thank
you.
Noelle Turner
WAIKATO UNIVERISTY AND METAGENOMICS
It’s the first Saturday of the holidays – so what do you do? Sleep in? Take a break? Hit the X-box for a few hours…
Well, for a group of 5 senior students this was not on the cards. Instead it was up and ready to leave Piopio shortly
after 7:00 am for a day at Waikato University digging up the dirt on bacteria that live in the soil.
Scientists have long since known that 99% of the species of bacteria that live in the soil do not grow in laboratory
cultures so the question was ‘how do we identify and study them if we can’t grow them?’ That’s where
Metagenomics comes into the picture.
Instead of looking at the genetics of a single species of bacteria a soil
sample is taken and put through over 40 steps in a process to separate
out the DNA from all the species present in the soil. At the end of that
process the DNA is multiplied up artificially using a PCR process.
(PCR = Polymerase Chain Reaction – Polymerase is the enzyme that
makes copies of DNA in everyone’s cells as they divide). It is then
separated out into different sized fragments using a gel and fluorescent
dye producing bands of colour exactly the same as you see on CSI or
some other forensics programmes. Unfortunately, we all learned ‘don’t
use old chemicals’ because the process failed but the experience was
worth the trip. Mackers on the trip home and back in Piopio around
7:00 pm – now isn’t that a better way to spend day one of the holidays!!

Attached photos:
Stormy Harris – a picture of concentration
using a micropipette to retrieve a minute
sample of extract.
Ryan Singleton, Creston Baker, Jessica
Schrafft, Stormy Harris and Nathanael Wrack
relaxing during a short break.
Richard O’Dea
HOD Science
Principals Nominee

BUDGET REVIEW
Working with key staff, the BoT has completed a budget review which included costs associated with heat, power,
light and water costs. A positive outcome of this exercise has been a $20,000 reimbursement and an annual
increase of $10,000 from the Ministry of Education to meet these fixed areas of expenditure.
The BoT is currently working on next year’s budget, and we are mindful of ensuring we target funds in areas that will
have a direct impact on students learning, progress and achievement. An investment in information technologies was
made this year with the installation of a new computer server at a cost of $22,000. Staff have also been working on a
3-year strategic plan for the implementation of information communication technologies in education. This plan will
see advancements at Piopio College as our students use digital technologies to not only access a wider-curriculum,
but to sort their learnings through greater collaboration amongst students and between students and teachers.
As we work on our 2017 plan, the BoT is mindful of other
areas we need to develop, including the physical
environment in which we expect our staff and students to
work. The BoT has been building a fund in readiness to paint
the exterior of the buildings and upgrade some classrooms.
In July 2017 we move onto a new property plan with the
Ministry of Education providing funding to meet costs of
priority projects. Something we are currently talking about is
modernising another block of classroom space to create ILE,
Innovative Learning Environments, similar to the Hallam
Centre.
BOT MEMBERS
At our recent meeting, the BoT accepted the resignation of Waka Coffin as Iwi Representative. Waka has provided
steady support and guidance to both the BoT and staff over recent years and we are grateful for his long-standing
contribution to Piopio College as both a BoT member, kaumātua and advisor for our school.
E te pāpā, e Waka, e kore e mimiti te puna o te aroha ki a koe. Mā te Atua koutou te whānau e manaaki, e tiaki.
Staff and BoT members have recently received a presentation around PB4L (Positive Behavior for Learning). We
have decided to adopt PB4L here at the College. Training for staff begins in 2017. Attached to the newsletter today is
an Information sheet for Parents and Caregivers to read. Feel free to contact Louise if you have any questions around
this.
We would also like to thank Sarah Bevege for her commitment as Student Representative during this year and we
wish Sarah all the best with her future plans. Our newly elected Student Representative is Jessica Schrafft and we
congratulate Jessica on her appointment to the BoT and look forward to working with her soon. We also acknowledge
the other students who bravely put themselves up for election this year – ka mau te wehi!

Ngā mihi
Jaqui Taituha
Chairperson

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Kia Ora Fellow Students, Parents and Caregivers.
For those of you who don’t know me personally my name is Jess
Schrafft and I want to be the voice of YOU, in the position of
student representive for 2017. A chain is only as strong as its
weakest link, so my goal for Piopio College is to make us a
constructive team that will aspire to nothing less than your highest
expectations. This role is all about giving students a chance to
have their say about Piopio College. I am an approachable,
strong willed person who will also play the part as your friend to
give you the opportunity to raise your voice, no matter how big or
small the matter may be. As a team, I believe that if we all
contribute to taking PRIDE in our school we can do our best to
enhance it, because without us there would be no Piopio College.
So your opinion really does matter, to make your time here the
most enjoyable it can be, to achieve all your goals and create
amazing memories. Thank you.
Jessica Schrafft
PARENT/STUDENT WEB PORTAL
The Student Management System that operates here at Piopio College is known as Kamar. We are now in our
second year of use. Much of our Technology Training this year has been working with Kamar. As time goes by we are
able to utilise more and more of the components and are at the point where we would like to launch the
Parent/Student Web Portal. Families can expect to receive a letter in the mail with a username and password that will
give you access to information regarding your student (only). For the remainder of the year you will have access to
several of these features and from next year we should be fully up and running.
What is the Parent/Student Web Portal?
The Student Web Portal provides the ability for schools to publish student information onto the web, for access by
each student and their associated caregivers.
The Portal has the potential to display :
• Daily Notices
• School Calendar of Events
• Details, including the ability to email the school of changes.
• Timetable
• Results Summary, including an NCEA Summary
• Subject Assessments (Current Year)
• Groups
• Library / Textbooks issued to the student
• Attendance (Live or delayed)
• Progress Reports
• Financial Summary, with or without 'Online Payments'
• Careers Information
• Student / Caregiver Surveys
• Course Selection for next year’s subjects
• Pathways information
Louise Sheeran
Acting Principal

EMERGENCY CONTACT DETAILS
It is vitallly important we have current up to date contact information of parents and
caregivers. That way if there is an emergency or we need to contact you, we can do so.
Please inform us if any of your details have changed, or you think we may not have
current information by contacting the Office or sending a note with the Student.

