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This week our much loved Caretaker/Grounds man Laurie Butler tendered his
resignation. It’s hard to say how long he has been working for us, because he used to do a
lot around the place before he actually signed a contract. It’s officially been 12 years.
Laurie has made sure our school grounds are always immaculate. He can always be proud
of his efforts and what he presented to us all. I believe our grounds have been the best I
have seen in the schools I have worked at or visited all around the North Island.
Laurie we thank you for all your hard work, much of it outside of your hours and beyond
your job description. You are a gem and several College generations will be forever
indebted to you for all the extra things you did for them.
We wish Laurie the very best in his retirement, he certainly deserves it. He is not keen on
a farewell although he deserves one of the best.
It is review time. As I said recently we are looking at the structure of our school day. We
are still to survey students, but are working on it. The recent Board of Trustees also came
up with some excellent ideas about consulting with family and whanau on this and other
things we want to get right. One thing we need is an e-mail address if the family has
one. We are also looking at “suggestion boxes” somewhere in town. (any ideas?)
Last week I spoke about technology and when it works and doesn’t, today I need to talk
about when it isn’t appropriate to use it. A growing number of students are totally
connected to their phones/tablets. They feel they have a right to Text, check emails, go on
Facebook, listen to music and at times go on to games at any time including when they are
in class.
Please be very aware students, family and whanau. For a student to have a phone out, in
class they must first be asked to take it out by the staff member to do a specific task. If
they are given permission to use it for research/ photos etc that is permissible, once
permission is given on that day. If they are allowed to listen to music as they work that will
be allowed, on that day, but once stopped by the teacher both earphones will be removed,
immediately and can only be replaced if the teacher gives them permission.
Here are the steps that the staff has been asked to follow:
(First week only) Remind student
No Phones out, please put it away
Stage 1-

Take the phone until the end of the period.

Stage 2-

The phone/tablet will be confiscated and handed
to the person in the office. It will be put in the safe
until the end of the day. The staff member will be
recording this in Kamar (our Student
Management System)

Stage 3-

This will take into account any Kamar entries from
other classes. The phone will be confiscated for 5
school days, parents will be contacted and
asked to collect the phone.
-Continued next page-
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Each term will be a clean slate.
I have been VERY concerned that the comment a significant number of student make is,
I was talking to my Mum/Dad.
If this is you, I ask you please do not send, accept or receive calls/texts from them in class time. If it is really
important ring the office. We will get you in touch with the student. It most cases I believe students are
simply making up excuses.
Don't forget our reports evening for Y9 to Y13 students next Wednesday night. The evening will run from
3.30pm until 6.30pm, in the Hallam Centre. Caregivers of Y7 and Y8 students will be invited in to make an
appointment to come in to collect their child's report and meet with the Core subject teachers at a different
time.
I am really enjoying getting around to watch our sports teams. The football girls, one of our junior netball
teams and our u13 rugby boys were all in action, here last Saturday and on Tuesday night Mrs Draper and I
got to watch a very exciting semi-final featuring our hockey team in Te Kuiti. Both the rugby and hockey
teams were up against very tough opposition and quite early on were behind on the scoreboard, players of
lesser character may have dropped their heads and given up, but not our players. Both teams should be
proud of the determination and never say die attitude they displayed.
Our football girls continue to enhance their reputation of not only having great results but fostering a
positive and supporting atmosphere. The Eagles (Y7 and Y8 footballers) are gelling into an extremely
effective unit. I must make mention, Nikau, who in both football and hockey is proving himself to be an
outstanding defender!
I look forward to this week’s encounters. However, we must not lose sight of what we are here for and that
is learning. Students, can you honestly say that are putting as much effort into studies as your sport.
Whāia te iti kahurangi
Ki te tūohu koe, me he maunga tei tei.
Pursue excellence-should you stumble, let it be to a lofty mountain.
Louise Sheeran
Acting Principal
SPORTS DRAW
Basketball
Tuesday 28 June at 8.00pm Girls vs TWOM
Tuesday 28 June at 8.45pm PPC Boys vs 40+-2
Rugby
Saturday 25 June at 10.45am PPC vs HBHS White
Football
Saturday 25 June at 11.00am
PPC vs SHGC Black at Piopio
Netball
10.00am Court 2 Piopio College
11.00am Court 5 PPC Red Ferns
12.00pm Court 4 PPC Red Rebels
Hockey
Brilliant semi- final we just lost, the team will be playing in the final for third or fourth. We are unsure as yet what
time, but will be played inTe Kuiti.
Central Country Basketball Association u13 and u 11 representative trials.
25 June at the South Waikato Sports and Events Centre, 25 Mossop Road, Tokoroa
26 June Te Awamutu College
Saturday Times: (u11)- 12.30pm till 2.00pm
(u13)- 2.00pm till 3.30pm
Sunday times: (u11) -10.00am til 11.30am
(u13)- 11.30pm till 1.00pm

REPORTS EVENING
Please note that due to a prior commitment Caroline Foss will only be available between 3.30pm and 6.00pm for
those of you that wish to speak with her at the reports evening on 29 June. Richard O’Dea will only be available
between 5.00pm and 6.30pm as he also has a prior commintment. Thank you for your patience.
PTA
A big thank you to outgoing Chairperson, Cheryl Richardson, and Treasurer, Noelle Turner, for your hard work
and dedication to our PTA over the years. Without this commitment our PTA would surely have gone into recess.
A PTA plays the important role of fundraising to bring in extra dollars for all sorts of different projects.
If you are a parent, guardian or friend of one of our students, I would like to extend a warm welcome for you to
join us at our next PTA meeting, Tuesday 28 June, at 4:00pm, in the college staff room.
We have lots of fantastic ideas for fundraisers, so join us and be part of our planning so your child can have those
little extras while they learn.
If you cannot join us on this day please feel free to email me griffinxpress@xtra.co.nz to show your support.
Come on people get behind your school, remember many hands make light work.
Regards
Sheryl Johnson
PTA Chairperson

Some of the amazing creations students have been making in the
Friday School of Cuisine class

Year 7 & 8
STUDENT’S SNIPPETS
This week we have had Life Education here at Piopio College and we have been learning with Harold
about life skills, choices, knowledge about our bodies, developing a positive understanding of
ourselves and how our brains work. Here is some feedback from some students, check out what they
have to say!

We learnt about
our own lives and
how some friend
choices can be
better than
others. The
Highlight was
playing the game
about choices. I
chose to go to
Bali.
TeAna Proffit

We learnt about
drugs and the
difference
Between harmful
and helpful drugs.
The highlight was
the
games
we
played!
Katie Denize

We learnt all about
choices and that we
should not do drugs
and the reasons
why. The highlight
was watching the
video about a girl
who makes choices.
That was really
cool!
Thomas Pease

We learnt all about
the brain both human
and animal brains –
they can be similar.
The highlight was the
game about travel. I
chose to go to
England – and learnt
that we need to read
fine print carefully!
Mikayla Alcock

PIOPIO COLLEGE TEACHING STAFF 2016
THE LEADERSHIP TEAM

Acting Principal
Louise Sheeran

Y11-Y13 Dean/Head of Technology
Sue Draper

Deputy Principal
Steven Bodger

Y9/Y10 Dean
Leigh Anselmi

Science/Agriculture/Gateway/Star/
Specialist Classroom Teacher
Marina Rauputu

Behavior Management Head /
Head of Department PE
Ben Draper

Y7/Y8 Dean/Teacher of Cuisine/ Science
Amy Hely

Head Of Department Science/Principals Nominee
Richard O’Dea

PIOPIO COLLEGE TEACHING STAFF 2016

PE/Health Teacher
Katherine Atkins

Head Of Department Of Art
Roanne Heath

Teacher Of Maths/English, Kaitiaki Y7
Victoria Sammons

SENCO
Caroline Foss

Teacher of Technology
Martin McGeough

Teacher of English
Rebecca Stubbs

Head Of Department Of Maths
Rob Gray

Teacher of Social Sciences/ Numeracy
Susan O’Halloran

Head Of Department Te Reo Maori
Tania Taitoko

Head of Department Social Sciences
Chris Woods

