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Tēnā koutou kotoa, ngā mihi nui ki a koutou i haere mai ki tā tātou hui mo ngā tamariki i roto i te
Akomanga Yr 7-8.
Hi everyone, I would like to thank all the parents who came to our Year 7-8 whanau evening on
Tuesday 7th March 2017. It was great to meet everyone and share the students learning and what
we have been implementing in our classroom. We really appreciated the time you all took to come
to our school to listen and talk with us.
To follow up with some of our discussions at the evening, all the students have access to Google
Classroom which can be accessed online on any device. The students are able to show you how to
view our online Classroom so that you are able to view the work that they are completing or have
completed in class. You will also see that I have provided feedback on their work so that the
students know what they need to do to complete the required task. Parents can also comment on
their child’s work or leave messages for our staff in those spaces as well. If you need any help all
the students know how to insert a comment in the document for us to view. Once we have received
notification that you have left a message for us we will respond.
I am just completing our class website and will have this live by the end of Week 8. A notice will be
provided to all parents to let them know when and how they can access our website. This will be a
portal for all parents to look at our curriculum, students learning, teacher feedback and class news.
Our website will be updated fortnightly to keep our parents and whanau up to date with your child’s
or children’s learning. We are currently exploring ways for students and whanau who do not have
internet access at home to be able to continue with their learning at home.

If there are any parents who were unable to attend our evening last night and would like to discuss
their children’s learning please do not hesitate to contact me at the school
ph: 877 8173 or cmelligan@piopio.school.nz to arrange a more suitable time to meet.
Naku noa na
Whaea Christine
Yr 7-8 Head of Learning
Phone:
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
Website:
http://
piopio.school.nz
Principal: Johan van
Deventer
Email :
princpal@piopio.
school.nz

MERITORIOUS ACTION
Listed below are the names of students who have received acknowledgement of the
many good things they have done.
Brooke Brown, Tristan Coup, James Greenhalgh, TK Ikin, Tihema Karaitiana,
Jorja Knox, Rebekah Knox, Jordan Leineweber, Joel MacLachlan, Stacey Mackenzie,
Cody Mortensen, Genesis Muraahi, Keena Randell, Nikau Rickards, Destiny Wright-Powell.
Winner of the canteen voucher this week is Rebekah Knox for showing passion and positivity in
Literacy and Spanish and completing work to an exceptional standard.
Also Rebekah stayed behind at interval and tidied up the Science Lab even though she wasn't
asked to and it was not her mess. Absolute star.

ICAS Tests
The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) is an independent,
skills-based assessment programme which recognises and rewards student achievement.
The programme has been running for more than 30 years. Every year, 1 million student entries are
accepted from over 6,300 schools in Australia and New Zealand annually. Students from over 20 countries
participate in ICAS each year.
Piopio College students have the opportunity to enter these external tests and sit them at the College.
They are best attempted by students who are academically able. The following tests are available:

Subject

Available to

Fee

Closing date

Test date

Digital Technologies

Years 7-11

$ 12

Mon 3 April

Tues 23 May

Science

Years 7-13

$ 12

Mon 1 May

Tue 30 May

Writing

Years 7-13

$ 22

Mon 8 May

Tue 13 June

Spelling

Years 7-8

$ 14

Mon 15 May

Wed 14 June

English

Years 7-13

$ 12

Mon 19 June

Tues 1 August

Mathematics

Years 7-13

$ 12

Mon 19 June

Tues 15 August

It should be noted that these tests are sent to Australia to be marked and in previous years there has been considerable delay in
receiving firstly, the results (via an online portal) and then another delay until the certificates and official results sheet is sent. I
have a few previous years’ test papers which the students can borrow to help them prepare. Practice papers with answers can
also be purchased online.
Please send the appropriate fee(s) into the College by the closing date listed if you wish your child to enter these tests. If you
have any queries please contact me.
Caroline Foss
SWIMMING
Below are the results from our Swimming Sports held last week. Highlighed means 2nd equal and record.
Congratulations to all our winners and placegetters.
Good luck to those students who are participating in the Inter School Swimming sports today in Te Kuiti.
Ben Draper
LEVEL

GIRLS/Nga kotiro

BOYS/Nga tama

Natalie Foss

Joel MacLachlan

2nd Equal

Abby Tucker

Levi Steel-Harris

2nd Equal

Jadalee James

Owen Brown

WHARE PLACINGS

SUB JNR 1st

JUNIOR
1st

Jessie James

Chris Fagan– Mexted

2nd

Sidney Baker

Ngawaka Karatiana

3rd

Georgia Pari

Nikau Rikards

INTERMEDIATE
1st

Rali Hayes-Purnell

Reade Blakeman

2nd

Keegan Cox

Lorenz Kemp

3rd

Zena Marie Mason

Toby Macdonald

SENIOR
1st

Shalako Haumaha

TK Ikin (Record
25metre)

2nd

Puhiwaiora Ngawaka

Cody Mortenson

3rd

Linda Muraahi

Che Muraahi

1st

Rata

2nd

Kowhai

3rd

Kauri

4th

Kahikatea

Nga Kōrero i te Rūnanga (The words from Assembly):
Tēnā koutou katoa. Our assembly this week, focused on the value Integrity. To make connections with this value, our kura uses
the beautiful Ngāti Maniapoto whakataukī, “Ko te mauri, ko te waiora o te Waipa, ko Waiwaia”. (The essence and wellbeing of
the Waipa, is Waiwaia.) Our Principal started the assembly, explaining the meaning behind the whakataukī and told of the
legendary Taniwha, Waiwaia. Waiwaia is a river dragon who protects the Integrity of Te Nga Wai O Maniapoto (The River
Waipa), maintaining its cleanliness, and acting as a guardian to protect the mana of the river. This was a great lesson to us all,
not only to think about keeping our waterways clean for future generations but, to also think about how we uphold the Mana, or
Integrity of our College. Thank you Mr Vandy, I am sure everyone will be thinking about this kaupapa and how we can all
contribute to represent our school in the right way.
Mr Vandy then went on to celebrate some of our own little taniwha, some swimmers who stood out last week at our Swimming
Sports. First up was Ayla Benefield, for her awesome participation and courage. Jesse james and Natalie Foss were
acknowledged for their outstanding success, swimming in many finals and coming close to breaking records. Head Boy, Cody
Mortensen was recognised for his huge effort in organising the BBQ. The staff were mentioned (only briefly) for winning the relay.
But, the big pakipaki was left to celebrate Rata Whare, for their amazing spirit displayed on the day. Their entrance was like a
scene out of a movie like Shaka Zulu, where they came down from the College, in full colour, chanting, ready to take out the
opposition. Mrs Draper (straight) added her delight in their display of house spirit, mentioning how amazed she was by watching
their whare cheer on every participant and acknowledge everyone when they returned to their seats. Whaea Gina said, “We now
have a role-model house at the moment.” Well done Rata!
Swimming on, it was great to hear so many more Merits being read out. It is a sure sign of some great teaching and learning
occurring around the kura. Well done to all those students who were acknowledged and thank you for demonstrating Meritorious
behaviours. This week’s winner of the canteen voucher was Rebekah Knox, “for remaining behind after class to clean up the
room, without being asked.” Ka mau te wehi Rebekah.

To finish up, Mr Draper announced the start to Team Sports with sports-sign-ups. He has been able to enlist a teacher for every
sport that we offer and students signed up to sports they intended to play. It was fantastic to hear that Mr O’Dea has joined the
sporting fraternity, taking on Teacher In Charge of Football. The hall was abuzz with excitement after assembly with many
excited tauira (students) scrambling to sign up for more than one sport. Thanks Matua Pene.
Have a great week everyone. Mauriora.

TIMETABLE
Below is our Scheduled timetable days for next week – WEEK 7
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Staff Only Day

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

FIJI SPORTS TOUR
This is being postponed until 2018 until we can build a team of parents and teachers to really drive the trip. We apologize for
creating so much excitement and then having to do this however, we need to create a larger support group before proceeding. In
replacement of this, we are looking at sending our sports teams away to tournament week for 2017.
Ben Draper

FOR SALE - STUDY DESK
3 drawer, light grey vinyl top with matching meltica elsewhere.
In very good condition. $25.00 (RRP $99). Ph: 0221 328516

FIRST AID COURSE
This week 17 students and 1 staff member attended a
comprehensive two day First Aid Course gaining credits
towards NCEA. Doris the Tutor who travelled down from
Hamilton, was a great teacher and with practical hands
on learning it was a very interesting course.
Pictured is Jessica Schrafft and Kiana Burkett and Toby
Macdonald and Brendon Greaves practising how to
bandage wounds.

