Piopio College
Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio
Panui 7 — 16 March 2017

COMING EVENTS
20 March

Newsletter
Tena Koutou Te Whanau.

- Staff Only Day

21 March
- College Athletics

22 March
- BOT Monthly meeting

27 March
- Y8 Immunisation

We started Week 7 with a Staff Only Day on Monday where the teachers spent the day reviewing the new Y7Y8 innovative learning programme. The programme integrates numeracy and literacy around a common theme,
meaning English, Mathematics, Science and other technology subjects are taught together using digital devices
and applications such as Google Classroom. Findings of review showed class routines are in place and the
students are learning to work together as one. We are currently developing curriculum areas around science
and maths. Teachers also focused on what excellent teaching and learning looks like and how this can be
presented to Y9 and Y10. More information will be available on our website soon.
We also have a Staff Only day this Monday, March 20. Teachers will use this time to review performance
management systems, quality control and an enquiry into effective teaching programmes.
I’d like to apologise to the parents/ caregivers, whanau and students of our kura for the messy start to the year.
With myself new at the helm, and many other teachers also new, it was important that we evaluated the
strengths of our teaching staff and who was best suited to which year group. This took time to ensure every
child’s needs were met. I believe we have found the right formula and the atmosphere around the school is
positive and encouraging.
Included in the newsletter is a survey about our Vocational Pathway Programme, which takes place on Fridays.
I strongly encourage all parents and caregivers to fill out the survey and return it to school. I’m seeking your
honest opinions and thoughts about your understanding of the Friday programme and if you support it.

FINANCE OFFICE HOURS
Monday/Wednesday
8.15am to 8.30am
10.10am to 10.25am
1.05pm to 1.25pm
Tuesday/Thursday/Friday
8.15am to 8.30am
10.15am to 10.30am

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday — Thursday
10am to 2.30pm
library@piopio.school.nz
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End of an era for Piopio College stalwarts
This weekend marks the end of an era for former
Piopio College Deputy Principal Rob Hallam and his
wife Susan. After serving the community and the
school for more than 40 years, the couple are retiring
to Omokoroa near Tauranga.
Mr Hallam joined the school when it opened its doors
in 1975, and with his great sense of humor, he very
soon became a much loved member of staff who
would always go out of his way to ensure students
never missed out on opportunities.
Mr Hallam’s three children also attended Piopio College.
Mr Hallam’s community involvement is extensive.
Highlights include coaching the 1979 hockey team
that won their national tournament in Wellington, and
organising the annual sailing trip for Y13 students. He
was also the bus co-ordinator, drove buses, was
involved in the restoration of the 1921 Ford Model T
truck/vintage school bus and is a member of the
Swimming Pool Trust.
Mr Hallam retired in February 2015, and seven

months later, a new modern learning centre was
opened at the college and dedicated to Mr Hallam.
The Hallam Learning Centre offers flexibility of
delivery and state of the art learning environments
that are part of modern day education.
Rob and Susan Hallam, we will cherish the many
wonderful memories you leave us with, and we
wish you all the best in your next chapter of life.
Don’t forget to visit!

From Page 1...
Today we welcomed many schools from throughout the greater Waikato to take part in a regional Ki o Rahi competition. I was proud to see our school and
students so well represented amongst the extra 400 students and supporters visiting the school. Many thanks to Maniapoto FM Te Reo o Te Iwi, and Sport
Waikato for their support. See below for highlights of the tournament.

Nga mihi
Johan van Deventer
Principal/Tumuaki

Piopio College students in action during today’s Waikato Regional Ki o Rahi Tournament

NETBALL TRIALS
Netball trials for all ages are on Tuesday, March 21 at 5:30pm at the school
courts. Please bring water bottles and appropriate shoes and gear.

1st XV
1st xv rugby muster is on Tuesday, March 21 at 5:30pm on the rugby fields.
Parents you are required to attend for a bit of fun and games.

DEFIBRILLATOR NEEDED
As part of the school’s health and safety requirements, we would like to purchase an Automated External Defibrillator (AED). The AED device would be
housed at Piopio College however it will be for community use. These come at
a cost of between $2000-$3000. If you would like to contribute to the cost of
this or know of a community group or organisation that could fund this, please
contact the school on 07 877 8173.
Johan van Deventer

WANTED
Three or four old wool fadge holders—for the College recycling scheme.
Please contact our caretaker Ian via the front office, thank you.
Ian Small - Caretaker

FEEDBACK
At Piopio College we PRIDE ourselves on being a community orientated
school. We value all your feedback and love to hear from you. You are
welcome to call in at anytime for a visit or chat. Would you like a newsletter
weekly or fortnightly? What would you like to see more of in your newsletter?
Any questions on uniform or stationery? Help us to keep the lines of communication open. Give us a call, make a time to catch up with your child’s whanau
teacher or the Principal Johan van Deventer 07 877 8173 or 0800 240 173
Email: principal@piopio.school.nz

EXCELLENCE / KA MAU TE PAI :
Kia mau ki tena, kia mau ki te kawau maro.
Grab hold of that of the cormorant.

We’re bringing back Nathan Mikaere-Wallis!
Workshops on Brain Development in Children and Teenagers
Nathan presents on brain development. This gives us a better understanding on how and why children and the elusive teenager
behave the way they do. Nathan presents this information and learning in ways that we can use in everyday life.
Target: 5-12 years
Primary-school aged children; Learning, behaviour and mental health
9am- 3pm
Tuatara Room, Kiwi House
Alex Tefler Drive, Otorohanga
Refreshments available

Register Now – Limited spaces available Subsidized fee
of just $60!
Contact Kelsey Southby for a Registration form to secure
your spot.
Registration closes 14th April
kelseys@maniapoto.org.nz

PIOPIO COLLEGE VOCATIONAL PATHWAYS FRIDAY PROGRAMME

SURVEY
Our Vocational Pathway Programmes on Fridays are designed to help students in their career and pathway choices.
Programmes include Business Studies, Sports and Leadership, Primary Industries, Music and Creative Preforming Arts,
School of Cuisine, Gateway Work placements and Trades Academy Courses. Y11—Y13 programmes provide opportunities
for credits and entry level qualifications. Y9 and Y10 programmes focus students on their vocational options. Y7-Y8 students
undertake thematic enquiry based projects and are centered around key competencies and life skills as defined by the NZ
curriculum. All these programmes endeavour to give students insight into further career choices based on their interests and strengths.

Do you know about our Piopio College Vocational Pathways Programme (VPP)?

Y

N

What is your understanding of the programme?

Do you support a programme that provides your child with different Vocational Pathway (career)
Inform?

Y

N

Do you think the current Friday programme works for your child? Y

N

Do you need more information about the programme at the start of the year? Y

N

What information would you like to have?

Do you wish to be contacted to discuss your thoughts further?
Name: __________________________________

Y

N

Phone:______________________________

Name and Year Level of students attending Piopio College: __________________________________

