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COMING EVENTS 

Monday — Thursday  

10am to 2.30pm 

library@piopio.school.nz 

LIBRARY HOURS 

Monday/Wednesday  

8.15am to 8.30am  

10.20am to 10.35am 

1.15pm to 1.30pm  

Tuesday/Thursday 

8.15am to 8.30am  

10.35am to 10.50am 

1.05pm to 1.25pm 

Friday 

8.15am to 8.30am  

10.35am to 10.50am 

1.05pm to 1.20pm 

FINANCE OFFICE HOURS 

12 April 

- Parent Teacher Student 

  3-way conferences 

 

13 April 

- End of Term 1 

 

1 May 

- Start of Term 2 

 

4 May 

- Anzac assembly 

Tēnā Koutou te Whanau. 

 

You should soon be receiving your child’s progress report in the mail, if you haven’t already.  

We hope you find this report a good starting point to discuss with your child, their start to the year. 

Then, we would like to follow up with you at our Parent-Student-Teacher conferences, Wednesday 

12 April from 4pm-7pm, in the Hallam Learning Centre. We hope you can make it. 

 
At the conference, subject teachers will be available to discuss your child's progress, sharing with 
you results from the latest assessments they have recently been completing, as well as answering 
any questions you may have from reading their report. We would also like to use this as an oppor-
tunity to go over goals your child has made for themselves. Our Deans will also be available to dis-
cuss any queries you may have. 
 
Also on the conference night, we would like to ask you to complete a survey based on a few school 
related matters. All submissions will go into a draw to win a fantastic prize. Your voice is valued and 
important in helping us make decisions. So please come in and have your say. 
A light supper will also be provided. 
 
Reminder:  

On 4 May (the first Thursday of Term 2), we will be holding a special assembly to celebrate Anzac 

Day. It starts at 10am and will be held in the school gymnasium. I warmly invite all whanau and 

members of our community to come and join our memorial. 

 

Announcement:  

Thank you for your understanding following the Waitomo District Council’s closure of schools on 

Thursday, 6 April. The Council deemed the roads too dangerous for school bound traffic.  

All of our buses will be running as usual, except for the Paekaka Road route. This road is closed to 

heavy traffic and the temporary bus stops will be at either end of Paekaka Road. 

 

We hope to see you Wednesday night. 

 

 

Nga mihi 

Steve Bodger  

Deputy Principal/Tumuaki Tuarua 

MERITORIOUS ACTION  

Listed below are the names of students who have received acknowledgement of 

the many good things they have done.   

Heath Barnsdall, Owen Brown, Levi Steel-Harris, Shaun Purdie and TJ Tapara 

Winner of a canteen voucher this week is Owen Brown for his efforts in Te Reo Maori and 
willing to assist others. Awhinatanga Kaha ki te mahi tahi hei āwhina I tetehi atu. 



The Y8 GATE group have recently completed a Song Inquiry.  The students selected a song that has a deep meaning and explained what that meaning is, 
using evidence from the lyrics to support their ideas.  The students used Higher Order Thinking in their Inquiries and showed some mature insights.  
They also had to make personal responses or reflections on the songs with some students doing some good background research.  I hope you enjoy reading 
some extracts from their Inquiries. 
Caroline Foss 
 
I Don’t Like Mondays - by the Boomtown Rats 
“I think this song should be listened to by other people because it is still relevant because there are still shootings going on around 
the World, especially in schools in America.”  Tristan Coup 
 
Imagine - by John Lennon 
“He is really telling us how he wanted the world to be with no religions, no racism, no one was poor and we share the World  
instead of fighting for it”.   
Teia Blakeman 
 
Every Rose has its Thorn - by Guns and Roses (original version by Poison) 
“There is always a sad thing in your life and the term Cowboy was used because Cowboys see a lot of things passing away or 
leaving because they are always out there on the farm and not everything can live forever”.  Abby Tucker 
 
Ringa Ringa Rosy - Children’s nursery rhyme 
“It tells a story..this is not only a story of death but a story of strife and fear.  Imagine how terrified you would be when you got the Bubonic Plague.  Back then 
they didn’t even have Panadol to ease the pain of this disease, nor did they have even a basic understanding of hygiene.  People lived in poverty...all cooped up 
together along with the rats, whose fleas carried the plague”.  Shelby Carey 
 
Wings - by Macklemore 
“The song is about the boy wanting the latest shoes because he thinks that will make him a better basketball player.  It doesn’t matter what gear you have it is 
practice and determination that matter”. Kayden Mason 
 
Scars to your Beautiful - by Alessia Cara 
“This song is about trying to help people see that they are beautiful no matter what they look like.  People are starving  
themselves to make them look more attractive, so other people will like them”  Natalie Foss 
 
The A Team - by Ed Sheeran 

“It is mostly about how drugs affect you and trying to talk people out of it.  With drugs trying to quit is like climbing a hill and 

every time you get close to the top you slip back down.  The A Team is about her struggling with her life because of the bad 

decisions…”  Heidi Austin 

Students discover there’s more to a song 

Kia ora koutou, 
 
This week's assembly focused our attention on the value, Resilience. The Oxford Dictionary defines Resilience as “The capacity to recover quickly from  
difficulties; toughness”. We had a few students share how they showed the capacity to do so. Cody Mortensen shared the difficulties he and his brother Jack 
faced at a secondary schools Golf tournament last week. They both played in a few matches over several rounds and narrowly missed out in the final stages 
of each match. But, Cody showed the toughness required by top level golfers and won his last stableford match.  
Jessica Schraft shared the tough journey, that she and Sam Anderson had to make to Kaikohe (8 hours in a horse truck), to play in an equally tough Polo-
Cross tournament, with Jess' team coming through with a win in their final match.  
Then Puhiwaiora Ngawaka and Che Muraahi shared how resilient the Kapa Haka roopu is, having training every Tuesday and Thursday night for several 
weeks as well as giving up every second weekend to train. Puhi showed how tough it is, struggling to speak as she had lost her voice from going so hard over 
the weekend. Che spoke about Piopio College students' resilience, remaining in the team after some cuts were made to the team. In fact, Che and Reghan 
Ngarotata have both been selected to perform in the front row.  
 
Mr Vandy gave a stirring and honest speech on how life is tough and that we shouldn't expect handouts, but like our whakatauki: Ka whawhai tonu mātou. 
Ake, ake, ake!, we should fight on and on. Mr Vandy added that by facing challenges we build our resilience so to face future challenges that present them-
selves. He connected his kōrero to the whakataukī that is used by the New Zealand Language Commission to show how the New Zealand government is 
committed to encouraging and promoting the use of Te Reo Māori and how important it is that we continue to support this kaupapa.  
 
Lastly, Matua Tipene shared a music video that also supports this kaupapa. The band is The Slacks from Taranaki, and their waiata is Big Aroha." It is about 4 
months old and has been a Youtube sensation - Check it out! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsNu9poK0ug and you will be sure to recognise some of the 
places it was filmed in.  
 
Congratulations to Owen Brown for winning this week's Merit Award, co-incidentally for his efforts in Te Reo Māori. 
 
Next week's assembly is our last for the term, so we hope it is our best. 
 
Till next week, e noho ora mai. 
Steve Bodger 

Nga korero i ō tātou rūnanga  —  A word from our Assembly 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsNu9poK0ug


LIBRARY NEWS 

We have recently received a new book perfect for our farming community. Livestock Production in New Zealand (2017) has been on back order, but has finally  

arrived! This comprehensive book is an indispensable guide to the management of dairy cattle, beef cattle, sheep, deer, goats, pigs, poultry, horses and farm dogs in 

New Zealand. Written mainly by experts from Massey University’s Institute of Veterinary, Animal and Biomedical Sciences, it’s of value and interest to everyone from 

students to farmers, right across NZ’s agribusiness sector. 

Jenelle Burnell 

ATHLETICS RESULT 

Sidney Baker has been awarded Junior Girls Athletic Champion tied with Jessie James, as opposed to the 3rd placing which was stated in the previous newsletter. 

Mrs Draper sincerely apologies for this mishap. 

Gina Draper 

CLASS PHOTOS 

Piopio College has chosen to use the Online Ordering system for photographs again this year. The online system works off each student’s name, giving them an 

individual ‘shoot key’ to view and order their photographs. Students were given these at whanau time on Tuesday, 28 March. Piopio College’s FREE DELIVERY 

period expires at midnight on Sunday, 23 April 2017. The free delivery deadline date is clearly displayed when families go online to view their photos. 

There are Order Envelopes for any students whose families do not have access to the internet or do not wish to use this system. 

WINTEC 

Social and Community course available for Year 11s. Limited spaces. Please see Emilia or Mrs Rauputu if this interests you. 

DEFIBRILLATOR NEEDED  

As part of the school’s health and safety requirements, we would like to purchase an Automated External Defibrillator (AED).  The AED device would be housed at  

Piopio College however it will be for community use. These come at a cost of between $2000-$3000. If you would like to contribute to the cost of this or know of a  

community group or organisation that could fund this, please contact the school on 07 877 8173. 

Johan van Deventer  

SOCIAL BASKETBALL GAME 

At Piopio College Gym this Sunday, 9 April, from 1pm for anyone wanting to come down and have a bit of fun. 

TIMETABLE 

Below is our scheduled timetable days for the last week of the term 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Easter 

HOCKEY 

We now have a coach.  Many thanks to Sheryl Greenhalgh for offering her help and expertise. Fossy has offered to co coach along with any others parents who 
would like to be involved, however we still need a referee. 
Practices will start next Tuesday 11th April, 3.15- 4.30ish down at the Piopio Primary courts. The college provides the playing gear. Mouthguards, sticks etc are the 
players responsibility. 
Sue Draper 

LOST PROPERTY 

Lots of College jackets, socks, shoes, polar fleeces in lost property at the office. All unnamed. 

SQUASH 

Junior Squash training will start this Friday (7 April) at the Aria Squash Club from 5-6pm. I sent a notice home yesterday with students who had indicated their interest 
in playing squash this year. 
Caroline Foss 

PIOPIO COLLEGE FUNDRAISER 

Piopio College is currently selling the famous Entertainment Books. Discover thousands of valuable savings including up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for many of the 

best restaurants, cafés, arts, attractions, hotels, travel, shopping and much more. Please support Piopio College and buy a book today. 

Steve Bodger  



Definition: The quality of being honest and having 

strong moral principles: 

Whakataukī: Ko te mauri, ko te waiora o te Waipa 

ko Waiwaia. 

Translation: The essence and wellbeing of the  

Waipa is Waiwaia. 

Explanation: Ngati Maniapoto say the essence of 

Waiwaia was instilled in the Waipa. Describing the 

likeness as “Waiwaia” the waters of the Waipa 

were described as astonishing, beyond description. 

One attempt to describe Waiwaia talks of ripples of water reflecting in the sun under the moonlight. 

Rainbows that appear in waterfalls was another attempt. But the most important part of Waiwaia 

was that it was the water itself and without it man could not survive.  

INTEGRITY / NGAKAU TAPATAHI: 

Piopio College students Reghan Ngarotata and Heath Barnsdall recently 

competed in the Novice section at the NZ Shearing Championships in  

Te Kuiti. Former Piopio College students Savahn Taitoko and Paiaka Muraahi 

also displayed their skills with a hand piece at the annual 3 day event. 

Piopio College students battle it out at the Shears 



Music Vocational Pathway Programme 
 

Learning Objectives for the programme: 
This programme is offered to our year 11-13 students to develop, create, build and express their musical talents through practical and theoretical activities.  
In turn, music is a fundamental aspect of any culture and a greater understanding of it can provide a unique insight into a society. Along with cultural knowledge, students 
have the chance to develop their own practical music skills which can further enhance not only their creative and critical abilities, but the enjoyment that comes from 
listening to music.  

 

The course is running in 2 parts:  
NCEA music level 1-3 Correspondence Music facilitated by Te Kura Te Aho O Te Kura online 
For the students who have had at least two or more years of music learning can choose to commit to this online programme. Students who are enrolled in this course are 
required to work independently on their selected Achievement standards. They are provided with a online tutor from Te Kura. It is the student's responsibility to monitor 
their own work ethic and output, reaching and achieving their individual set deadlines.  
The students select from arrange of approved NZQA Achievement standards, which provide internal and external assessment opportunities.  
The role of the classroom teacher is to support the student with their performance and practice. It is expected that the student comes prepared on a Friday knowing what 
they need to work on in order to reach their set deadlines. A workbook is provided by the Te Kura, where students have to fil l out and send in certain activities every few 
weeks.  

 

Please visit http://www.tekura.school.nz/subjects-and-courses/what-you-can-study/music for further information on each NCEA level course and prerequisites. 

 

Curriculum Level Music:  

For the students who have not had or have had limited experience of music learning can choose to follow a beginning level programme of music facilitated by the 

classroom teacher. In this programme students work individually and collaboratively to explore the potential of sounds and technologies for creating, interpreting, and 

representing music ideas.  

As they think about and explore innovative sound and media, students have rich opportunities to further their own creative potential. 

Students develop literacies in music as they listen and respond, sing, play instruments, create and improvise, read symbols and notations, record sound and music 

works, and analyse and appreciate music. This enables them to develop aural and theoretical skills and to value and understand the expressive qualities of music.  

This programme will in turn provide beginning music students the foundations to explore NCEA level music. 

Katherine Atkins — Music Teacher 

Below are two Vocational Pathway Programmes. Please see next week’s newsletter for more programme information 

Year 7 & 8 Friday Programme 
 

The Year 7-8's continue their  learning as normal every Friday. This term the students timetable is P1 Year 8 Literacy, where the students are learning to understand 
any text they are reading by learning how to summarise a text. The students do this by finding the topic sentence, then key words that relate to the topic sentence 
and then they use these key words to summarise the text. The students summarse the text by writing a summary of what the text is about. 
 
P1.5 Year 7 Literacy. Same as above 
 
P 3 & 4 Technology, the students are completing three projects in three different groups, Group 1 with Miss Buckman is called Canvas Me. This program is about 
the students learning all themselves. In Look at Me: Canvas Me the students learn to discover and explore who they are, how they connect to their families/whanau, 
community and school.  
 
Group 2: Mrs Sammons: Papermaking 
The students are learning to make paper and create different types for specific uses. The students complete an inquiry into making paper, where they design what 
paper they are going to making, for whom, and using for the type of paper they created.  
 
Group 3 : Whaea Christine: School Identity Group 
The students are learning to create a unique identity for our school. This unit was been developed because a group of Y7 & 8 students at Piopio College believe that 
visitors to our school do not see who we truly are and what we value and aspire to. The students are creating another way of showing who we truly are, what we 
value and aspire to. Recently the students worked with David Wild a designer from KS Design. David will be discussing the students ideas and show them how they 
can create visual images of their ideas. 
 
Group 4: Whaea Christine: Making a Hangi 
Piopio College is hosting the Waiwaia Festival in September. This unit was developed as a fundraiser for the school to raise funds to hold the festival. In this unit the 
students are learning how to gather or buy the food for the hangi, how to lay it in the ground, prepare the food for the hangi and create a budget. Until we make the 
hangi, this unit is now completed and the students will be integrated into the school identity programme. 
Christine Melligan — Head of Year 7 & 8 

http://www.tekura.school.nz/subjects-and-courses/what-you-can-study/music


Community News . . .  

Our Transfer Station is open, with an operator present, for four hours each day 
on Monday, Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday. The operator is present to 
assist with recycling, collect the fees that are payable on specific items, and 

manage the Health and Safety requirements for a work site.  

The opening times, and fees and charges were established quite a few years 
ago, although the specific Health and Safety requirements are a more recent 

consideration. 

The cost to run the Waitomo Districts Solid Waste Management operation is 
about $2million, of which almost $1million is met from fees and charges (from 
commercial operators and private individuals) such as the rubbish bag price 

and item charges for the likes of whiteware and televisions.  

The level of fees and charges were originally set to ensure a reasonable level 
of ‘user pays’ occurred. It is important to remember that individuals have a level 
of responsibility to their communities and environment to ‘do the right’ thing with 

rubbish disposal and have full control over the amount of rubbish they produce.  

This is why a part ’user pays’ system is appropriate. However any shortfall in 

fees and charges income must be made up from rates. 

 The balance of almost $1million, is funded by rates as set out on the back of 
your Rates Notice. It is made up of Targeted Rates, UAGC, and the General 

Rate.  

We currently have a problem here where a lot of people are entering our Trans-
fer Station site outside of opening hours, and including during the hours of 

darkness, thus avoiding paying the required fees.  

The Transfer Station is not an ‘open public space’ but a closed site, access to 
which, outside the above ‘open hours’ is illegal and constitutes trespass. Both 
the avoidance of fees and after hours access are serious problems and they 
are our community’s problem, so our community has to provide a solution, and 

quickly.  

Please contact me as soon as possible with your ideas so we can get a com-
munity conversation started so a solution can be developed that will be the best 

outcome for our community. 

Phil Brodie 
Rural Ward Councillor — Waitomo District Council 

Phone: 877 8033 or Email: brodieauahi@xtra.co.nz  

Our Transfer Station at Piopio 

FUNDRAISING HORSE TREK 

29 April at Mahoenui  •  Ride out 10am   •  $40 per rider  •  BYO lunch or sausages and drinks available to buy  

Email dayna.walker@live.com or call 021 082 80129 for more info 

Don’t let the flu get you! 

If you have any questions, please 

contact the Te Kuiti Medical Centre 

on 07 878 7878 

Tuesday, 11 April  

at the Rec Centre, Piopio College 

(classroom below the college) 

1.30-2.30pm 

You may qualify for this to be free,  

if not the cost is $25 

ANZAC Day Commemoration 25 April 2017 

We had a wonderful turnout last year so here’s hoping it will be just as 
great this year. Once again we are hoping SH3 will be closed for the 
parade and service; enabling the march from the St Johns Ambulance 
rooms to the cenotaph. Anyone is welcome to join the parade;  
assemble 10.45am outside the St Johns rooms; service personnel in 

full dress uniform please. 

The service will commence around 11am at the cenotaph. Organisa-
tions, communities within the wider district, families and individuals are 
welcome to lay a wreath during the ceremony. The service format will 
be very similar to previous years and will be followed by light refresh-

ments in the Memorial Hall, contributions of food appreciated. 

The commemorations this year are organised by Waitanguru Branch 
Rural Women NZ with the help of our community. We will post updat-

ed information on the piopio.net website if necessary. 

Sheryl Whitehead — Secretary Waitanguru Rural Womens Group 

mailto:dayna.walker@live.com

