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Newsletter

- Y7-8 Camp

Tēnā koutou te Whānau, o Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio

21 March (Wed)

It is with sadness that we farewell our most valued librarian and publicity officer Jenelle Burnell as she
moves on to the Waitomo News. I have really appreciated the dedication and commitment that Jenelle
has brought to the job and especially the way she made editorial blurbs look excellent with her creative
skills. We wish her well in her new endeavour and only ask that she always comes back to our whānau.

- Athletics Day

28 March (Wed)
- Ki o Rahi Regionals

I received great feedback from our organisers of our Y9 camp to Mahoenui. The camp was a great
success, especially with the unveiling of the Bill Burnell Campsite. Well done students and staff, and a
big thank you to our volunteers, in particular Ngatai and Hemi Rauputu, Carolyn O’Dea and others.
Thank you also to the Burnell whanau who were able to make it to the camp to honour a great teacher.
Nga mihi
Johan van Deventer — Principal/Tumuaki

Y13 students find the waves in Raglan
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The year 13 PE class took a field-trip to Raglan to complete an assessment about the risks involved in surfing.
Although the surf was small the students had an absolute ball with Mr Draper and Mandi Butler.

WINTER SPORTS REGISTRATION
This week a winter sports registration form was given to students who are interest in playing a winter sport (this includes miniball). A copy of the registration form
can be found online and in this newsletter. These need to be completed and returned ASAP so that teams can be organised, entered into their relevant competitions and practices organised. Some students may need to join other schools if there are not enough numbers to make up a team at the college.
If you have a child interested in playing under 11 rugby you will need to get a registration form from Piopio Primary school office and return it to them as soon as
possible as PYSC is also currently putting teams together. Any questions please contact me via email cwebster@piopio.school.nz.
Carolyn Webster
WANTED TO RENT
Wanted farm house with land preferably. Have outdoor dogs and horses. Professional person, nonsmoker, great tenant. Please call 0212971812
KIWISPORT ACTIVITIES & SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR
Piopio College is looking for a person passionate about sport that will run lunchtime activities and undertake the Sports Co-ordination team. This is a part-time
position commencing Term 2, 2018. We are a Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L) school and seek staff who can strongly align to the principles of PB4L.
Please submit a covering letter, quoting reference number, and current CV to the Principal, Piopio College 18 Aria Road, Piopio 3912, or
email principal@piopio.school.nz Applications close Friday 6 April 2018.
OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOK INVOICES
Parents/caregivers whose children have overdue library books will have received an invoice to recover costs. Please ensure your child returns their overdue
books ASAP if you wish the charges to be reversed.
LEARNER DRIVERS LICENCE RESOURCE
Need help passing your learner's licence? Piopio College have been given the opportunity to utilise an online learning
resource through Let's Get Legal NZ. This is online training that will leave you confident and ready to sit your learners, all
at a discounted price of $10.00 per student. You can complete this in your VP/Study period or at home. If you are interested
please see Mrs Harris at the office for a permission slip and more info.
KING COUNTRY/NORTH WAIKATO ATHLETICS.
King Country/North Waikato athletics as held last Tuesday, 6 March at Te Awamutu Stadium. 23 students represented the college and they following students
achieved great results.
Rali Haye-Purnell 1st Senior Girls Shot Put; Brock Gower 1st Intermediate Boys Javelin; Heath Barnsdall 3rd Intermediate Boys Javelin; Savahna Curtis 2nd
Intermediate Girls 400m; Malachi Laird 2nd Junior Boys Long Jump, 3rd Junior Boys 100m; Chae Pennington Noble 4th Junior Boys Javelin; Cayt KennardWarren 4th Junior Girls 100m; Abby Tucker 5th Junior Girls 300m.
Congratulations to these students and good luck to those representing Piopio College at the Waikato/BOP Athletics in Tauranga on Saturday, 24 March.
YOUTH INTACT YOUTH REFERENCE GROUP
The Youth Intact team are forming a Youth Reference Group for youth to have a voice and influence in the service and planning development delivery of the
Youth Intact service in the Waitomo and Otorohanga districts. The group will be made up of youth aged between 12 and 18 years from Otorohanga, Te Kuiti and
Piopio. As a member of the group, youth will be representatives of Youth Intact, they’ll interact with other peers from around the district, provide feedback about
the Youth Intact service and be given training opportunities in leadership and drug and alcohol workshops. For more information, please contact Kevalena Rata
on 021 256 56 36.
FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Piopio College had a contractor fell some Oak trees in January and orders are now being taken for firewood and mulch. Please contact Gary on 027 306 8661
for firewood orders ($70 per cubic metre) and phone Alida in the College office for mulch orders ($45 per cubic metre).
NEWSLETTER AVAILABLE ONLINE
The Piopio College newsletter is published each Thursday. If you have not been receiving it regularly, please contact the school. It is also available in colour on
our website www.piopio.school.nz. You can also choose to receive it by email. Please email library@piopio.school.nz if you’d like to be added to the email list.
ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
100% attendance is very important. One characteristic of
successful students is that they attend school regularly
and punctually. If a student is going to be away, we ask
that you contact our Attendance Officer Emelia Harris at
the College (07 877 8173 ext 227) and leave a message
on our answering service. We will need to know:
• Who is going to be away
• The reason why they are away for coding reasons
• How long they are likely to be away
• The Attendance Officer will endeavour to contact you if
we have not heard from you.
REPORTS BY EMAIL
Are you interested in receiving your child’s school report by
email? Please email library@piopio.school.nz if you’d like
to be added to the email list for school reports.

Madness in Mahoenui at Y9 Camp

By Richard O’Dea

friends and cooking our own food.”

What a great time with a great group of students! With the weather wet as on
Wednesday morning and predictions of even more rain, it was decided the
Year 9 students would base themselves at the Mahoenui Hall rather than
camp out in tents at the newly named Bill Burnell Campsite.

Day Two: The weather had improved and it was all into vehicles and off to
the campsite for the dedication/naming of the Bill Burnell Campsite. Check
out the article in the Waitomo News for that event. Following the light barbecue lunch over a fire shared with the Burnell family and a number of other
guests and another swim with heaps of bombs in the river, it was back into
vehicles to return to the hall. After tea it was back to the Rauputu’s farm
where students were shown by Marina Rauputu how to catch eels the traditional way. This was followed by Spotlight and go-home-stay-home at the
woolshed before back to hall and completion of reflections for the day.

Bags shuffled into the nearest dry spot, vehicles packed to the gunnels,
students stuffed into every spare seat and off we went on the great Year 9
camp adventure. Mahoenui Hall reached, doors flung open and students piled
out – “girls over here, boys over there”. Bedding, gas burners, chilly bins,
food... all spread along walls with tables in the middle of the main hall.
Day One. Settling in. Exploring the darts, pool table and table tennis. Boots off
at the door to keep the floor clean and dry. With rain dominating the day, a
change of programme was needed. Swimming in the main river – a raging
torrent - was out of the question but a group of intrepid students braved the
then light rain and discovered a drain that was full and did the trick instead.
After students (and staff) cooked their own tea it was off to Ngatai and Marina
Rauputu’s wool shed for a team challenge building furniture using bamboo
and frapping to tie it together. All with varying levels of quality managed to
build a support frame to hold a plastic container full of water. Tug of war followed.

Student Comments: “One thing I observed was that if you don’t scrape the
flax hard enough the little eels steal the bait.” “Roasted marshmallows.”

Student Comments: “The best part of the day is that we went for a swim and
got to go down a mean water slide and do bombs in the creek.” “My favourite
things were… the games we played… chilling and hanging out with my

Special thanks go to Ngatai and Hemi Rauputu who spent many hours supporting us in the camp, providing transport and overseeing the swimming on
their farm – tumeke!

Day Three: Pack up. Clean up. (The latter was finished off by Marina, Ngatai
and Hemi Rauputu after the campers were returned to Piopio – much appreciated!) Rauputu’s farm campsite and swimming and floating down the river
on tyre tubes. Lunch then pile into vehicles and head back to the College –
tired, satisfied, ready for home.
Student Comments: “I observed that participating is fun and you should
always participate in games.” “I learnt to make a mean as breakfast.”

