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COMING EVENTS 

Monday — Thursday  

10am to 2.30pm - Term only 

library@piopio.school.nz 

LIBRARY HOURS 

Monday to Friday  

10.25am to 10.40am  

Monday and Friday 

12.50pm to 1.05pm 

Tuesday to Thursday 

12.25pm to 12.40pm 

FINANCE OFFICE HOURS 

Panui 10 — 29 March 2018 

30 March (Fri) 

- Good Friday (Public Holiday) 

 

2 April (Mon) 

- Easter Monday (Public Holiday) 

 

3 April (Tues) 

- Easter Tuesday (Public Holiday) 

 

10 April (Tues) 

- Waikato Secondary Schools 
Swimming 

 

11 April (Wed) 

- Parent Student Teacher Day 

 

13 April (Fri) 

- Last day of Term 1 

 

30 April  (Mon) 

- First day of Term 2 

 

2 May (Wed) 

- Anzac Day Assembly 

Tēnā koutou e te Whānau, 
 

I hope you are all looking forward to a well-deserved Easter break! It is a 
time to reconnect with whānau and friends. Please be careful on the roads 
during the long weekend. 
 

On that note, school will be closed on Friday 30
th
 March and re-open on 

Wednesday 4th April due to the Easter public holidays. 
 

Our Year 10 students are currently on camp, rounding off all of the camps 
from Year 7 to 10 for Term One. 
 

It was fantastic to see parents at our Athletics Day, we really appreciate 
your support and involvement. A big thank you to all of the helpers from 
the community. 
 

We are hosting a parent/student/teacher conference day on Wednesday 
11th April, we are hoping to get as many bookings as we can for this day. 
We will start the day with the first interview at 10am and the last interview 
time is at 6.30pm. The idea is that students and parents make specific  
appointments on the “School Interviews” site with the teachers. Students 
and whānau will then attend the conference with their chosen teacher. 
Once done, the students can go home with their whānau. 
 
I will post a specific ‘how-to’ guideline for parents who do not know how to 
make an appointment, as a separate article in this newsletter. 
 
My hope is that while we are trying something new, we can improve on our 
existing parent interviews and increase participation in a meaningful way. 
 
On Wednesday 2nd May, the first Wednesday of Term 2, we will be    
holding a special assembly to celebrate Anzac Day. It starts at 11.35am 
and will be held in the school gymnasium. I warmly invite all local primary 
schools, whānau and members of our community to come and join our  
celebration. 
 
A cup of tea/coffee will be provided in the staff room following our          
assembly. Parking will be available on the front field if dry, otherwise 
please use the bus bay or the Rec Centre parking. 
 
Look forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Nō Reira, 
Tēnā koutou katoa 
 
Johan van Deventer - Principal/Tumuaki 

STUDENT ID PHOTOS 
Orders are being taken for student ID photos at $7.00 each. 
Name and money to Mrs Thomas. 



 

The HELL Reading Challenge 
 
The HELL Reading Challenge is a well-established programme, now in its 
fifth year, which has been hugely successful in getting kids reading and   
enjoying the pleasures of stories — with the bonus of free pizza rewards.  
 
We are very excited to be continuing our partnership with HELL Pizza. 
Their enthusiasm for children’s reading and generous ongoing commitment is awesome. 
 
Teachers, librarians and parents have been telling us 
how the HELL Reading Challenge has hooked so 
many reluctant readers into books. We are thrilled 
about that, and in 2018 we want even more young 
readers to discover the thrill of a great book. 
 
The HELL Reading Challenge is free, and it is so 
easy! Children receive a stamp on their pizza wheel 
for each book they read, and once seven books have 
been read they can redeem their pizza wheel for a 
free 333 kids’ pizza at HELL Pizza. 
 
This year we will be giving this a go to promote  
reading in our school. Please encourage your child to 
read both at home and at school. This is only for year 
7 and 8 students at this time. Good Luck!! 
 
Mrs Sammons 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS INSTRUCTIONS 

1) Go to: https://www.schoolinterview.com.au 

2) On the home page, scroll down to “Enter Code”. The Code is 3dsnx. 

    Click GO. 

3) Enter your details and click GO. 

4) Select Teacher and Time slot you prefer. 

5) Record your interview times somewhere safe so you don’t forget. 

    Then you are done! 

PLEASE USE CODE: 3dsnx 



WAITOMO INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING COMPETITION 
 
On Friday 9th March we had a group of Year 7 & 8 students represent Piopio College. They all 
swam very well and we all had a great day at the Te Kuiti Aquatic Centre. Most students received 
1st, 2nd or 3rd ribbons for their heats. The following are the overall winners for each race section 
based on their times. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our swimmers joined with Piopio Primary for the Grand Relay and came a resounding 1st place! 
A big thank you to all our parent helpers and members of the Piopio Swimming Club who helped run 
this fantastic event. 
Following on from this Trudy Denize and Lee Alcock took some of these swimmers to the Waikato 
Full Primary Schools Swimming Championships on Friday 23rd March. It was a great experience for 
our swimmers going up against the best in the greater Waikato region. Thank you Trudy and Lee for 
your fantastic support of our swimmers. 
Carolyn Webster 
Sport Coordinator 

Gender Age Distance Swimming Style Name Placing 

Girls 11 years 66yd Backstroke Noelani Ngawaka 3rd 

Boys 11 years 66yd Freestyle 
Corban Denize 
Jericho Hughes 

1st 
2nd 

Girls 11 years 66yd Freestyle Lana Tucker 3rd 

Boys 12 years and over 33yd Breaststroke Owen Brown 2nd 

Girls 11 years and under 33yd Breaststroke Charlotte Barclay 3rd 

Boys 12 years and over 33yd Freestyle Joel MacLachlan 2nd 

Boys 11 years 33yd Freestyle 
Corban Denize 
Jericho Hughes 

1st 
2nd 

Girls 11 years 33yd Freestyle Lana Tucker 2nd 

Boys  100yd Freestyle Corban Denize 1st 

Mixed Group  -  266yd Freestyle Relay  -  Piopio College/Piopio Primary  -  Combined 1st 

 



SCIENCE TRIP TO TARANAKI 
 

Dark, cold and foggy. What on earth am I doing up at this hour?! Oh that’s right – off to Taranaki with the  
Level 2 Biology students… again… So, is it boring doing the same trip as last year? No way!! 
Things change. Like Paritutu Rock gets higher and steeper every year! Oh the pain in my old legs!!! 
The first stage of the trip from Piopio to New Plymouth was a blast – yep – the speakers were blasting out 
songs the whole way. (Note to self - must remember ear plugs next year.) McD’s for a quick snack for    
breakfast, then out to Paritutu to climb all four thousand three hundred and something steps (maybe I        
exaggerated a little…) but the last third was definitely hold-on-to-the-chain-and-don’t-look-down material! A 
nice surprise added to our group with former teacher Nathan White and his daughter, Sophie, joining us for 
the climb and the rest of the trip. At the top of the rock (yep we made it – photographic evidence included – 
and photos don’t lie), Nathan shared his geography knowledge around the volcanic history of Taranaki, the 
Sugar Loaves and the ranges. And yes, down is definitely easier than up. 
Zoom, zoom and we arrive at East Cape for a look around the lighthouse and at the very rocky coast common 
to Taranaki. (No surf today, Ben.) A quick hop and we made it to Opunake Beach just on low tide – a relief. 
(I read the table wrong on one trip in the Eastern Bay and ended up there at high tide – oops.) Doing a fair 
imitation of rock hopper penguins, we reached the place where we were to gather data on the distribution  
pattern of organisms evident in the tidal zone. Big boulders (that once were somewhere near the top of Mount 
Taranaki – see Mr. White, I did listen) made the distribution of species somewhat erratic but with a bit of help 
from Nathan, both groups got the data needed from the exercise. 
Stratford for lunch was the next stop – yum food… ok let’s move on. Up Pembroke Road to the Mountain 
gates – first stop – gather data on trees present, leaves, height (how many times higher than Mr. O’Dea were 
those trees?). Next, same again, at the Mountain house where students were introduced to the native species 
of herb used in cooking – pepper tree – Brayden LOOOOVVVEEED it – NOT! Same again at the plateau – 
down to shrubs here. More pain – a walk up to the lower ski 
field and more observations and another lesson in Geology by 
Mr. White. – “aw come on – this is a Biology field trip!” Ok so 
then somewhat chilled it was back to the plateau – hello what 
are they doing? A van load of students from Saint Catherine’s 
in Wellington were doing observations of shrub height etc. – 
only they got a three day trip out of it Mr. Vundy!!! 
Home James, and don’t spare the horses – ahh, peace at last 
from Mount Messenger onwards. 
What… did I hear someone snoring – shhh – what happens 
on trip stays on trip! 
 
Richard O’Dea Students: Zena-Marie Mason, Brayden Burnell, Rali Hayes-

Purnell and Nikcarla Laird on top of Paritutu Rock. 

SCHOOL DOCTOR 
 

I am available for 2 hours per week at the school - 10am - noon on Wednesday’s. 
This service is free and confidential. It runs independently from the school or medical centers in town. You 
can bring a parent, caregiver, friend or support person. Try to make an appointment but walk-ins can be    
accommodated. 
Some of the things that young people may want to talk about are: 

 Asthma, hayfever, eczema or skin conditions 

 Sore throats, cough, colds or flu 

 Sports or other injuries 

 Feeling down, sad, depressed, anxious or problems at home or school 

 Smoking, alcohol or drug problems 

 Sexual health such as condoms, "the pill", depo-provera injection, Jadelle implant ( "the rods") or other 
types of contraception, tests for STD's, pregnancy, sexuality or abuse 

 

INFLUENZA 
Please be aware that influenza season is approaching. A flu vaccination is available from your local GP and 
is free and recommended for those with chronic medical conditions such as asthma (if taking regular         
preventer medication) or those who have been in hospital with a breathing related problem. You can still get it 
for a charge if you don't qualify. Most importantly make sure to wash your hands and cough/sneeze into a 
tissue or your elbow to reduce the spread of infections. 
www.fightflu.co.nz 
 

HPV 
The HPV vaccination is now being given to both boys and girls at school. For those boys that have missed 
the school based program they can see their local GP practice for free vaccinations. HPV is a very common 
virus that can be sexually transmitted. It can predispose people to cervical and genital cancer (including   
genital cancer of males) and also is the cause of genital warts. We recommend that all eligible people - boys 
and girls up to the age of 27 years get protected. 
www.hpv.org.nz 
 

Dr Amy Kempthorne 



BUILDINGS FOR REMOVAL/ DEMOLITION 
Piopio College seek expressions of interest for the removal or demolition of two Prefab buildings 

and the Caretakers house. Could make a fantastic hunting shack, bach or storage room. Can be 

uplifted and transported off site, or demolished and materials salvaged. Our preference is they be 

removed during the school holidays. Please submit your expression in writing by Monday 16 April, 

outlining your interest.  For more information contact Ian Small via the college Office. 07-8778173 

or email: admin@piopio.school.nz. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

KIWISPORT ACTIVITIES & SPORTS COORDINATOR              

Reference 2018-004 

Piopio College is looking for a person passionate about sport that will run 
lunchtime activities and undertake the Sports Co-ordination team.  This is a 
part-time position commencing Term 2, 2018. 

We are a Positive Behaviour 4 Learning (PB4L) school and seek staff who can strongly align to 
the principles of PB4L.. 

Please submit a covering letter, quoting reference number, and current CV to the Principal, Piopio 

College 18 Aria Road, Piopio 3912, or email principal@piopio.school.nz. 

Applications close Friday 6 April 2018. 

LEARNERS DRIVER LICENSE RESOURCE 
Piopio College have been given the opportunity to utilise this online learning resource through 
Let's Get Legal NZ.  This is Online training that will leave you confident and ready to sit your 
learners, all at a discounted price of $10 per student.  Students can complete this in their VP/
Study period or at home.  If you are interested see Mrs Harris at the office for a permission slip 
and more information. 

MATARIKI MEETING 
Location: Piopio College 
Date: Thursday 5th April 
Kai time: 6.00pm followed by Hui after Kai 
We would like to have some input into our Matariki celebrations this year, also some eager parents 
and Kaumātua to come and share some of their mana and great skills in areas that our tamariki 
need support with. 
We are expanding our celebrations to a whole week this year and would love to know if you have 
any specialised skills you could come and share with our tamariki. 
Some possible ideas are below but in order to make this a true immersion experience we need 
you. 
Possible activities 
 Art - to be put up for auction 
 Haka 
 Waiata- Maniapoto and Kura waiata, or does each whare have their own? 
 Drama - plays made up and performed to the whole group 
 Food/Hāngi (to be sold) 
 Sport 
 Pātaka (Storage house) 
Come and enjoy the Kai and bring your thinking caps! 
Matariki Committee 

NCEA MEETING NIGHT  
Would you like to learn more about NCEA? 
An evening is to be held at Piopio College on 2 May at 7:00pm in the Hallam Learning centre. 
Key teachers involved in NCEA will be there to present and answer any queries you might have 
about NCEA. There will also be tea/coffee and snacks provided.  
Parents/caregivers and students are all invited along to this evening. 
For further information contact Angus Rogers arogers12@piopio.school.nz or call the College on 
07 877 8173. 

mailto:admin@piopio.school.nz
https://maps.google.com/?q=18+Aria+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:principal@piopio.school.nz
mailto:arogers12@piopio.school.nz


PIOPIO CIVIC MEMORIAL SERVICE 
  

The organisers of this year’s Piopio ANZAC Day Parade and Service would like to invite all local Service 
Organisations and members of the public to join the Returned Servicemen of the Piopio District for the 

2018 ANZAC Day Memorial Service.  The program is: 
 

10.45am - Assemble at St John Building, Moa Street, Piopio 
11.00am - March from St John Building to Cenotaph at Piopio War Memorial Hall 

followed by the ANZAC Service and Wreath Laying 
Tea and Coffee will be available to attendees following the Service 

  
All are welcome to participate in both the Parade and Service.  Members of the public are also invited to 

bring wreaths to lay at the Cenotaph as part of the proceedings. 
  

Piopio ANZAC Day Service enquiries to Jenny (Ph 07 877 8033) 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Holiday Holiday Day 5 Day 6 Day 1 

TIMETABLE 

Below is our scheduled timetable days for week 10, of Term 1. 


