Piopio College
Te Kura Tuarua o Piopio
Panui 7 — 8 March 2018
COMING EVENTS
12 March (Mon)
- Class & Individual Photos

13 - 16 March (Tue-Fri)
- Y7-8 Camp

21 March (Wed)
- Athletics Day

28 March (Wed)
- Ki o Rahi Regionals

Newsletter
Tēnā koutou te Whānau, o Te Kura Tuarua o
Piopio
On Thursday, Piopio College’s much loved
former teacher affectionately known as Mr B
was honoured by having the Gribbon Rd
campsite in Mahoenui named after him.
Bill Burnell taught at Piopio College from 1989
to 2015 when he passed away. He was a firm
believer that education didn’t just happen in the
classroom and for many years organised camps
to Pureora, Tongariro and Gribbon Rd. Our Y9
students are currently on camp at the site.
Mr B was a firm believer in education outside the classroom
Family, friends and former colleagues of Mr B
gathered at Gribbon Rd for the unveiling and to
share their memories. A big thank you to Chris
and Jan Barker for allowing our school to honour Mr Burnell in this way and to Mr O’Dea and
Mrs Rauputu for organising it.
On another note, many of you may have been
shocked when you received your invoices in the
post recently. Included in this newsletter is a
letter explaining the breakdown of fees. Please
take time to read through this, and feel free to
contact the school with any queries.

FINANCE OFFICE HOURS

Nga mihi
Johan van Deventer — Principal/Tumuaki

Mr B’s wife Dorothy and grandson Brayden unveil the new sign.

Monday to Friday
10.25am to 10.40am
Monday and Friday
12.50pm to 1.05pm
Tuesday to Thursday
12.25pm to 12.40pm

LIBRARY HOURS
Monday — Thursday
10am to 2.30pm - Term only
library@piopio.school.nz

PIOPIO COLLEGE
18 Aria Road, Piopio 3912
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
www.piopio.school.nz
PRINCIPAL/TUMUAKI
Johan van Deventer
principal@piopio.school.nz

Mr B’s former colleagues share in the occasion.

Y9 students honour the occasion with a haka.

From the Board of Trustees
With the term going so fast already I would like to thank those who attended our working bee. It was a fantastic
day and it was great to see new faces! At our last BOT meeting we analysed our students’ end of 2017 academic
results, but also looked at how they are tracking for 2018; the programmes our school offer to raise achievement;
how we as a BOT cater for the overall well being of students and staff through our systems, and also learning
environments. We looked closely at our 2018 budget, Charter, and the board’s annual work plan. Our goal this
year is to focus on student progress through regular review using real data, getting into our community to meet
and talk to you all, and work with our teachers to ensure they are equipped with the resources needed to support
our students. Our BOT members are very busy over the next couple of month attending workshops in accounting, budgeting, property, community consultation and governance. Our current BOT members are Kristen Pari,
Donna Pari, Daryl Henwood, Marie Te Huia, Doug Burnell, Jessica Schrafft (student trustee) and Marina Rauputu
(staff rep). Please don’t hesitate to contact any of us if you have queries or questions.
Nga mihi
Kristen Pari

LEARNER DRIVERS LICENCE RESOURCE
Need help passing your learner's licence? Piopio College have been given the opportunity to utilise an online learning
resource through Let's Get Legal NZ. This is online training that will leave you confident and ready to sit your learners, all
at a discounted price of $10.00 per student. You can complete this in your VP/Study period or at home. If you are interested
please see Mrs Harris at the office for a permission slip and more info.
OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOK INVOICES
Parents/caregivers whose children have overdue library books will soon
receive an invoice to recover costs. Pleas ensure your child returns their
overdue books ASAP if you do not want this fine.

Looks Delicious!!

STUDENT HEALTH CLINIC
Dr Amy Kempthorne holds a weekly health clinic on a Wednesday morning.
Appointments are made at the office and parents are welcome to accompany
their children on visits to the clinic. This service is free and confidential

PIOPIO COLLEGE SWIMMING RESULTS
Results from Piopio College’s swimming day are as follows:
Sub Junior Girls: 1st- Viviana Fagan-Mexted 33 points; 2nd - Lana Tucker 28
points; 3rd - Janey Pease 24 points.
Sub Junior Boys: 1st - Corban Denize 35 points; 2nd - Regan Bevege 31
points; 3rd - Jericho Hughes 19 points.
Junior Girls: 1st equal - Jessie James & Georgia Pari 33 points each; 2nd Teia Blakeman 29 points.
Junior Boys: 1st - Beau Pari 29 points; 2nd equal - Joel MacLachlan & Owen
Brown 19 points each.
Intermediate Girls: 1st - Awhina Tainui 7 points.
Intermediate Boys: 1st equal - Manukura Ngawaka & Christopher FaganMexted 35 points each; 2nd - Brock Gower 7 points.
Senior Girls: 1st - Tazmin West 35 points; 2nd - Nikcarla Laird 27 points;
3rd - Te Miringa Coffin-Bell 10 points.
Senior Boys: 1st - Reade Blakeman 35 points; 2nd - Reghan Ngarotata 14
points; 3rd - Toby & William MacDonald 10 points each.

Sensational swimmers

On Friday 2 March, eight of our students competed at the King Country /
South Waikato Swimming Sports held in Taumaranui.
Christopher Fagan-Mexted, Georgia Pari, Tazmin West, Beau Pari, Kaleb
West, Blair Carter, Teia Blakeman, and Manukura Ngawaka represented
Piopio College well both in and out of the water. A great group of students
and a great day had by all. A huge thank you to Tania Fagan for coming along
to help ensure the students went to their correct events while I was a timekeeper for the day. Carolyn Webster

This week the year 11 Hospitality class used some of the produce grown
and harvested by the year 10 Horticulture class. Kelly Winikerei shared her
produce with us this week. It was delicious. Thanks Kelly.
Sue Draper

PIOPIO
COLLEGE
Kia ora Whānau

Many of you would have felt shocked when you received your invoices in the post, and I feel I need to supply you an assurance and explanation as to the
apparent increase of fees.
I want to assure you that it is not my intention to cause you any concerns but rather, my rationale was to give you the full extent of the voluntary additional
fees you could expect for the entire year.
We felt that if you knew the full picture at the start of the year then it would provide the opportunity for families to plan and arrange with our financial officer
to set up payment structures and make decisions based on the full extent of what your voluntary fees would be.
For the sake of clarity, I will address the frequently asked questions for you:
Question 1: What are School Donations?
Donations are requested contributions that the school generates for general purposes and for a whole range of activities. These could include schoolbased events brought in from outside, presentations and activities that enhance and enrich our children’s lives.
I must apologise, as the explanation that was on the invoices was outdated and part of a previous regime and I will amend the explanation on the next set
of invoices
We discount School Donations depending on the number of sibling numbers as follows:
• Only one child family: $160
• Two child families: $100 per sibling
• Three children per family: $75 per sibling
• Four or more children per family: $50 per sibling
Question 2: What are the subject fees for, and should it be part of school donations?
Typically, any costs generated by the core subject programme is carried by the school, however in many instances students select to go on excursions,
camps and outings. They may also decide to make and produce more complicated items than the basic requirements and/or decide to take home these
products and/or consume the food they make.
The physical education department has planned a number of exciting trips to contextualise risk assessment units in real life environments. Examples include paintball and surfing — which generated fees. However, for the students who can't go, there will be local school based opportunities to do the same
risk assessment reviews.
In these instances, additional costs are charged which are then shown as fees under subjects, and are for goods and services in addition to the basic
education requirements.
A good example here is Carpentry; some students decided last year to build dog kennels and those students then had two options;
1.Supply all the materials
2. Or alternatively, pay additional fees to cover the extra costs
Question 3: Do I have to pay all the fees in all instances up front?
I would strongly suggest that students and their whānau should discuss what components of the goods and services they want to participate in and/or take
home, and then rationalise their commitments to these subject areas. Also, please come in and make AP payment plans or alternative arrangements with
the office to spread the burden over the entire year.
Ultimately, I assure you that we will not penalise our students if whānau have challenges to pay fees and would gladly talk to families to make arrangements and ensure we meet every child’s needs.

Nga Mihi
Johan van Deventer

