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30 Oct
PAG mtg
7.00-9.00pm
31 Oct
Y1-8 Kapa Haka
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5,6,7 Nov
Chainsaw Course
7 Nov
Senior Exam leave
starts 3.05pm
11 Nov
Paid Union Mtg
25 Nov
Orientation Day

Phone:
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
Fax: 07 877 8388
Website:
http://
piopio.school.nz
Principal’s email:
jradice@
piopio.school.nz

1 5

2 4

O C T O B E R

2 0 1 4

PRINCIPAL’S PEN
E ngā mātua, e ngā whanaunga me ngā hoa o te kura, tēnā koutou. Dear parents,
caregivers and friends of the College.
During the holidays Uncle Jay Jacob Wekipiri Hiriaki passed away. He was our Iwi Representative on the Board last year and has had long affiliations with the college. I found him
to be a man who could bridge the gaps between all groups in the community. He helped
our students for many years by offering his time in the classroom. He was a humble man, a
community figure who will be truly missed.
“Kua hinga te totara it e wao nui a Tane” = “A mighty totara has fallen”
ERO finished their inspection last week and we now await for their report. We have found
this inspection to be very positive and helpful. It is clear we have made much progress and
we have been given ideas for us to discuss and develop for our Charter. Both the Board
and staff have worked very hard to ensure we have followed up on previous recommendations.
We have so much to celebrate. Well done to those who participated and helped with Calf
Club. You were all a credit to our College and you wore your uniforms with PRIDE.
At present many of our seniors are attending interviews and applying for
scholarships and jobs for their next stage in life. Congratulations to François our Head Boy
who has won a Future Leaders scholarship for Lincoln University, Ashley Thompson has
been awarded the David Johnstone scholarship and has been accepted at University of
Waikato to do teacher training as has Deonn Van Berkum.
Well done to Sam Henwood for being accepted to do a three year degree in Journalism at
Wintec. Congratulations to Zion Kennedy who has received an excellent report from
WINTEC and from 3 Way Motors and to Isaac Griffin for landing a job at PGG Wrightsons
and receiving excellent reports from his employers so far and to Shane Singleton for
completing National Certificate Mechanical Engineering Level 2.
We mustn’t forget our staff who work so hard especially this time of the year. Thank you to
Gina Draper who took a group of students to run in the Mount Maunganui run in her holidays. Thank you to Bill Burnell who organises study camps and has been doing since Term 3
and all the staff who help him each week with the sleepovers. Thank you to Ben Draper for
helping to run the holiday programme with Terry Bradley. Our students thoroughly
enjoyed the activities. Thank you to all staff who organise our Tuesday progammes and
work with such energy and enthusiasm. Thank you the Board of Trustees who give so much
time and dedication to the governing of our College and finally but not least thank you to
our support staff who ensure our College looks good and ensure all the extra jobs are
carried out efficiently. Thank you Alida for being the face of our College on the front desk.
We will now be working on our Charter for 2015 and I will be working with Parent Action
Group, Whānau Group and new parents to ensure all voices are heard. Please look out for
dates that have been organised.
Julie Radice
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William Gaukrodger
Happy Valley
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SKI TRIP 2015
After many cancelled Tuesdays, the weather finally co-operated and allowed 38 students to travel
over to Mt Ruapehu. When we arrived we hopped off eagerly to touch the snow, for many of us it
was our first time. The sun was already high in the sky when we collected our ski gear from the ski
hire shop. Lines were massive but once we got our skis our excitement couldn’t be contained as we
made our way towards the mountain. The advanced skiers and snowboarders headed up the
mountain while the rest of us went down to Happy Valley. When I set off down Happy Valley I was
absolutely useless, I couldn’t stop, turn or even get up, I spent most of my time on my butt! Lucky I
made it to the chair lifts and travelled up to my group’s lesson. It was great, our instructor taught us
all the basics that we would need to know, soon everybody was zooming down Mt Ruapehu having a
blast. The day went quickly after that, barely stopping for a break. Soon it was time to head back and
return the gear, the struggle of having to take off the ski boots was exhausting. We all piled back into
the bus, some faces were bright red from the day’s harsh sunlight but we all had a good time. Giving
our last goodbye we started our long hall back home.
I would like to thank Mr Burnell, Miss Heath, Mrs Gina Draper, Mr Ramsteijn and our bus driver on
behalf of all the students that went on the ski trip, it wouldn’t have happened without you.
Sian MacDonald Y10
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Calf Club 2014
Well done to all our students who competed with their lamb, calf, goat or horse. I was proud of
the obvious effort you put in to both preparing your animal and to the way you presented it and
yourself on the day. A reminder though that all entrants are expected to be in tidy, clean uniform
when showing animals. This has always been the rule. We will make sure this message is on the
entry form for next year.
The College provided many helpers. I was impressed with Shannon Havea and Shania Mackey
who manned the Agriculture presentation. This was done well and there was some keen interest
particularly in the video clips of the Y11-13 Agricultural class crutching and learning about quad
bike safety. The girls presented themselves and the information very well.

I am still
learning.
Michaelangelo

Cody Mortensen, Ethan Cathie, Locky Griffin, Reade Blakeman, Drew Goddard, Toby MacDonald,
William MacDonald, Brendan Greaves and Trae Aitken worked all days as helpers in the rings.
They were quite outstanding. Many parents and judges took the time to specially come and
congratulate the College and the students on the high standard of personal skills these boys
presented. They were a credit to themselves, their families and the school. Thanks boys.
Bill Burnell

Leaders Stuff
Hey guys
Only two more weeks left for the seniors! We’re on the
home straight. Hope everyone is working hard to get
their credits.
I went down to Piopio Primary School to see our Juniors
with their pets at Calf Club last Tuesday. You all were
looking very smart in your uniform and I could see you
were all doing well in your events. Well done!
Congratulations to Grace Kroon who is the new Board of
Trustees Rep. Hope you have a great time in your new leadership role for the remainder of the
year and next year, we all know you’ll do a great job.
Also, to Ashley and François for receiving scholarships for their studies next year.
That’s all from us this week, hope you have a good long weekend, stay safe. We will see you all on
Tuesday.
Vaida
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Waitomo Awards - a day at school exploring

Year 7 and Year 8 Social Studies Environment Project - feature garden now completed
On behalf of the Y7 and Y8 Social Studies classes we would like to thank the following people who helped us
with our projects. Laurie Butler and Jeff Coffin, Mrs Marina Rauputu, Mrs Pam Stilborn, Mr Charlie Smart, Mr
Hallam, Sheryl Johnson, Corey Barnsdall, The Department of Conservation, The Waitomo District Council, Sam
and Mandi our Teacher Aides, Eric Mason, Mrs Heath, Mrs Radice for giving us permission to go ahead with our
projects and Mrs Barnsdall for organising everything.
Thank you for your Manaakitanga!
From the Y7 and Y8 Students
Special mention to Trae Aitken for
donating and planting the Olive tree in
commemoration of 100 years since
Gallipoli.
The students fundraised money to get
the resources/ plants that they
needed.
Thank you to everyone for your
patience and manaakitanga.

Year 11 Hospitality Workshop
Tuesday 21 October
Serving wine to the table and making Mocktails
The students were fantastic and participated fully in this all
day workshop.
The trainer was really impressed with the manners, attitude
and work of our students.
Sue Draper

Saraya & Bobbie
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PPTA PAID UNION MEETING
On Tuesday 11 November, members of the teaching staff will be attending a Paid Union Meeting in Hamilton,
leaving at 11.00am. We will not be able to run a normal teaching programme that day. The College will remain
open. Students may come to school for Period 1 and Period 2 and then be collected by their parents at 10.15am,
or they may remain at school, where supervised study will be provided until 3.05pm. If it is more convenient for
your family, students may stay at home.
To be returned please ...
Cups and trophies clean and shiny. Thank you.
Mrs Sheeran
Sports uniforms, this includes travel jacket and sports bag from the coaches. Cheers.
Mrs Turner
FOR SALE
Two farm trailers, as is where is. Phone 877 8689 after 6.00pm.
FLAT FOR RENT
Piopio township, very tidy 2 bedroom flat next to College. $160 p/w. Not pets, references required.
Phone Sheryl at Piopio College or a/h 877 8683.
LEARN TO SWIM LESSONS 2015
In preparation of the upcoming 2015 swimming season we are desperately seeking a volunteer/s to become a
Learn to Swim Teacher to continue with our current programme. We have previously been able to accommodate
60 swimmers, and would like to be able to continue to provide children these same opportunities to Learn to
Swim.
Training will be provided. This will include a one day course with follow up mentoring, and First Aid Certification.
Being a Swim Teacher is extremely rewarding.
Interested persons can contact Lee Alcock, 877 8738 or shellalcock@hotmail.com for more information.
Registration details for Learn to Swim 2015 are outlined below.
STARTING:
WHEN:
TIMES:
COST:
AGE:

First week back at school 2015
Mon, Tues, Wed (small pool), Mon, Tues, Wed (big Pool) after school
Small pool 25 minute sessions. Big pool 30 minute sessions. From 3.00pm onwards.
$60 per swimmer
5-12 years plus pre-schoolers if space available

There are three sessions per week over 4 weeks, plus assessments at the beginning and end. Followed up with
Prizegiving.
Spaces are limited, to secure a place please register before the end of this term.
TO REGISTER: email Lee Alcock at (shellalcock@hotmail.comor phone 877 8738 if you have any queries.
Please provide the following information:
Name of child, DOB, contact parent and phone number and email address.
If your child was not enrolled in the Piopio LTS Programme for 2014, please give some indication of what level
your child is swimming at.

