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1 8

5

D E C E M B E R

2 0 1 4

PRINCIPAL’S PEN
E ngā mātua, e ngā whanaunga me ngā hoa o te kura, tēnā koutou. Dear parents,
caregivers and friends of the College.
A Huge THANK YOU to “Steve Brough Weedspraying” for spraying all our
fields against Onehunga weed.
The donation of all your time, materials and machinery is a very significant
contribution and the end result will be much appreciated by our students
when they can run barefoot without picking up heaps of prickles over the
summer. We are lucky to have supporters such as yourselves.

Congratulations Gina Draper—Coach of the Year
Well done to those who were also nominated:Jack Murray—coach of the year. u14 rugby team—team of the year
Daniel Foss, Ollie Barnsdall—junior sportsman of the year
Savahn Taitoko—junior sportswoman of the year
Enjoy the newsletter and I look forward to seeing you all at Prizegiving on Thursday.
Julie Radice

YEAR 8 CAMP

Phone:
07 877 8173 or
0800 240 173
Fax: 07 877 8388
Website:
http://
piopio.school.nz
Principal’s email:
jradice@
piopio.school.nz

Thank you to the staff, the Board and the parents for supporting the Year 8 camp to
Karioi Lodge, Raglan. The students had an awesome time; learning to surf, learning about
sustainable coastlines and enhancing their key competencies. All students were successful
as they achieved in an array of challenges that were set before them. They spent 2 days
surfing; 1 day hiking; 1 day exploring NZ’s only eel farm; and a load of time writing,
preparing them for National Standards.
Finally, thank you to all the students, you made the week an easy and enjoyable one for the
parents and staff who came along.
Steve Bodger
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COLLEGE PRIZEGIVING 2014
Thursday 11 December at 7.00pm
You are warmly invited to join us. Please arrive in time to be seated by 6.55pm.
Car parking will be available on the hockey field (if dry) and the bus bay.
It’s a night when the College is on show, so we expect our students to be dressed
immaculately and to behave respectfully.
Y7 - Y10 wear clean, complete, correct school uniform.
Y11 may wear clean, complete, correct school uniform or dress uniform (as for Y12 and
Y13).
Y12 and Y13 wear dress uniform (white blouse and black skirt or trousers for girls, white
shirt with collar and black trousers for boys, polished black shoes, the College tie is
optional).
Head Students and Student Council members are required to wear their badges.
Students may wear mufti to school from Tuesday 9 December to keep their uniforms clean
and tidy for prizegiving Thursday night.
Tabloid sports on Thursday, students preferably to wear house colours that day.

PIOPIO COLLEGE ORIENTATION DAY
Thank you to all concerned with our Orientation Day. Many thanks to those
parents/caregivers who accompained their children.
We consider ourselves very fortunate in the level of support we receive from parents and
the community for our students.
A very special thank you to the visiting young people. Their attitude and behaviour was
outstanding.
Louise Sheeran

FENCING BUTCHERY COURSE
In a joint venture between the Number Twelve youth organisation, providers Cantrain from
Northland and Piopio College, six of our students have joined up with Te Kuiti students and
participated in Fencing and Butchery training this week. A big thank you to Les Holloway
for providing his property and resources. To all involved a big, big thank you!
Marina Rauputu

Off to the slaughter house

PANUI
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YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE CHALLENGE
The object of this week is for students to undertake unpaid work in an area of interest to them within the
workforce.
What a successful week this was. Our Year 10 students really pushed the boat out in exploring a range of
vocational pathways from boatbuilding to tattoo art.
The weeks experience is to be as realistic as possible, with students working normal working hours at career
related tasks and includes developing the skill of approaching prospective employers and seeking a job. No
remuneration is expected – the time and guidance of the “employer” and the experience are their reward.
There is no restriction on where a student may spend the week, and this year our students travelled as far as
New Plymouth, Hamilton and Auckland.
The college would like to thank all the local businesses that continue to support our work experience
challenge. It is much appreciated.
Sue Draper

Jasmin Thun & Jazmyne Stinson-Carr
Clover Leaf Café

Claudia Eccles
Belle Birds, Piopio

Chalet Bidois
Maniapoto FM, Te Kuiti

Sian MacDonald
Atkinson Vets

Oscar Johns
Lazer Boat Building, Piopio

YEAR 10 DIPLOMA EVENING
A special evening was held to acknowledge our Y10
students success, all of whom achieved 50% or better in
striving for their Y10 Diploma.
Pictured are Oscar Johns and Sian MacDonald, both of
whom achieved Excellence.
They find out on Prizegiving night which of them is the top
of Year 10.
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MEMORIAL HILL …….
Whakatumutumu and the Miller Memorial
Never heard this name before? Well, every
time you drive past 8 Mile Junction you drive
past the isolated, elevated plateau of
Whakatumutumu with the Mokau River on
one side and the Mangapehi Stream on the
other. This is the site of the original mission of
the Rev Frederick Miller, founded in 1840.

Year 7 students climbed firstly to the centennial memorial, the site of the mission
house of which only the concrete floor
remains.
After a few pointers on the site it was on
up the steep final slope to the memorial
cross that marks the grave of Rev. Miller,
who died of TB in 1848. After a relaxing
snack for morning tea the refreshed group
then crossed the plateau, pausing for
some general iwi history and pointers of
features around the site.
Then it was on and up the highest ridge to view the valley back towards Piopio. To everyone’s
surprise two fallow deer were disturbed amongst the thistles near the summit – needless to say
they quickly disappeared into brush around the hillside. The awesome weather contributed to a
relaxing but educational visit to a valued part of our local history.
Richard O’Dea
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YEAR 9 GRIBBONS ROAD CAMP

What a wonderful group of students to spend a week camping with. What excellent venues for camps.
Despite some threatening weather we found both the Barker Farm at Gribbons Rd and Ngatai and Marina’s
farm in Mahoenui just fantastic to explore all the opportunities year group camps provide. The students were
outstanding and not a cross word all week. I hope you enjoy the photos. Thanks students for the fun, the
willing and excellent school work, and your positive attitude. Thanks staff who came. The herbarium prepared
by Nathan was great and we will never forget the fried bread Marina and your hospitality at short notice.
Bill Burnell
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PARNELL TRIP 10-14 NOVEMBER
The legendary Parnell trip, where should I start as there is so much to talk about….
Day One: Finally we arrived at Parnell School all hoping that we all get a good host. I got a boy called Edward
Nelson. The food was amazing! We had a very fun trip up and beat Mrs Draper’s van!
Then we went to the amazing Sky Tower that was totally wicked, I loved standing on the glass.
Day Two: Today was the day when we went to Kelly Tarlton’s. My favourite were the stingrays, they were
awesome! After that we all went to the beach and chased after the seagulls and got to eat Kiwi Yo, it was
delicious.
Day Three: Today we went to the zoo, that place was so cool, they had a variety of animals from rhinos to porcupines. My favourite animal was the sea lion because they could do interesting tricks.
Day Four: It was our last night with our host families, I was quite sad to be leaving. Today was my favourite day
of the week because we went to Rainbows End. I could not wait to try out the selection of rides to test my
adrenalin. My favourite ride was the invader that is so thrilling. Once we finished Rainbows End we went to the
Maritime Museum and we stayed the night there.
Day Five: Last day I will never forget this past week it was really awesome, I started packing up like everyone
else. Once we were organised we went on a tiki tour on the Ted Ashby; we had such a good time.
I would like to make a shout out to Mrs Draper and Mr and Mrs O’Dea for taking us away.
Logan Singleton Y7
CHILDREN SAFETY—ROAD CROSSING
A message from parents concerned:
In the past six months several vehicle crashes have occurred at the corner of Ruru Street / Aria Road and the
corner of Tui Street by The Night Owl. The danger of vehicles not giving way and travelling straight through this
intersection has seen many very near misses also.
Please ensure at all times you or others you may be driving with GIVE WAY.
Many school children are using the pedestrian crossings at this intersection between 8.00am –9.00am and
3.00pm—4.00pm. Please drive carefully around our children.
We would welcome your support or input.
Cheers
Donna Pari Mobile: 021 545 026 / Home phone: 877 8823.
LIBRARY NEWS
Could I please have all library books back, they are needed for the stock-take, starting next week.
If you have lost/damaged books, please make sure your account is cleared with Ms Stewart.
Seniors, if you still have books, you will be able to drop them in the box, at prize giving, in the foyer.
I will be working Mon 15th, Thurs 18th, Fri 19th December 9.00am – 2.00pm (note change of time).
January 2015 Mon 12th, 19th, Tues 13th, 20th, Thurs 15th, 22nd, 10.00am – 3.00pm each day.
I look forward to seeing you through-out the holidays, pop in, browse, and grab some books for
those lazy, sunny days of leisure.
All the best for a very merry festive season, stay safe, and all the best for 2015.
Library Liz
GOLF
On Monday four students participated in a Piopio/Aria fun golf day run by sport Waikato at our local golf course.
We had a fun day and would like to thank Mr Francis for taking us out for the day.
From Jack, Heath, Alex and Mac

Learning to surf at Y8 Raglan camp

